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Dear Family of Faith,

I love my church. As Christ has called me into a loving relationship with him, I find that relationship
enfleshed in the community of Christians called the church and specifically the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.

My church is hurting right now. The complex issues of economic life, the pent up anger of some
pastors, and the difficulty of being a Lutheran who accepts a life of ambiguity have all weighed heavily
on this church I love.

Love never abandons. Love works to grow further in trust, support, and faithfulness. “Love”, as St.
Paul wrote, “never ends”.

I believe this love I have for my church is felt by many people in Our Savior’s and throughout the
ELCA. I believe that now, right now, is the time we step forward with courageous Christ-centered
conviction to enfold that which we love with fresh acts of commitment.

With all the slings and arrows raining down upon the church, the confidence we have in Jesus Christ,
the church’s foundation leads us forward. Jesus loves us, and that love comes most clearly through the
church. In this loving relationship we must promise not to be deterred in our mission to proclaim
Christ’s love but open our arms to all people.

Love is free. Love is infinitely expansive. November is our time to request support commitments for
2010. But even more, it is a time for us to rediscover our love for this church, this community of faith.

Let us pray for our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and its leaders, especially Bishop Hanson
and Bishop Burnside. Let us pray that our love affair with the church will, each day, flow purely from
our forgiven hearts.

In Peace,

Pastor B.
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November Focuses on
Thanksgiving and
Stewardship

Nov. 1 — The first weekend of November we will
celebrate All Saints Day and hear how Jesus calls
out to Lazarus to come out of the tomb.

Nov. 8 — 23 Sunday of Pentecost — Gifts from the
Heart: Giving from our Poverty begins a series of
three stewardship sermons. Today’s hero? The
poor widow who contributed two coins to the
temple coffers.

Nov. 15 — 24t Sunday of Pentecost — Gifts from the
Heart: Provoked to Generosity, brings the second
sermon in this series based on Hebrews. Today we
pray that our members will provide their 2010
commitment cards showing a great generosity.

Nov. 22 — Christ the King Sunday — The
stewardship series ends today with Gifts from the
Heart: God’s Work, Our Hands. Our stewardship
of time, wealth, the earth, our possessions, and our
selves begins with this truth: Jesus is King.

Nov. 29 — We begin this Advent season looking for
the coming of Jesus. The first sermon in our
Advent series will focus on the Advent candle
meaning, Love.

Gifts from the Heart!

OSLC members will get a mailing in early
November about Gifts from the Heart!, our annual
stewardship emphasis.

This year, commitment cards for financial sharing
and sheets for time and commitments will be in the
same envelope. We will receive financial
commitments on November 14 & 15 and time
commitments on November 21 & 22.
!/, .
~ _ Please read through the materials
\ _,9/ carefully. Respond generously.
.~ And give from your heart as God
=Y has given to us from the heart of
Y grace, mercy, and forgiveness.
Gifts
from the

Heart

—-e—
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Give Thanks to God

All are welcome to worship
Thanksgiving Eve with our
ecumenical partners at the Sun
Prairie United Methodist Church.
Come with grateful hearts to
praise God for his goodness on
Wednesday, November 25, at
7:00 pm. Pastor Krahn will give the message.
Musicians will add their talents. You will bring the
worship. Make it a priority to join us in giving
thanks. Sun Prairie United Methodist Church is
located at 702 North Street.

Ecumenical

Thanksgiving Eve
Worship

Council Notes and Votes

The Congregation Council met on Thursday,
October 15 for their regularly scheduled gathering.
Here are the highlights from the meeting;:

- During their enrichment time, Pastor Krahn

outlined the direction of eliminating the
minimum age for communion.

- They welcomed Jackie Myers to the council.

- They noted that Noah’s Park is being fitted for
a cottage door and that new outside doors will
be put on the education wing.

- Members heard reports regarding the activity
of the various boards.

- They approved new confirmed members.

- The finance board informed the council that
budget worksheets would come out at the
November meeting.

Milestone Ministry Uplifts grd
Grade Bible Sunday

3 grade Bible Sunday is November 22 at the 10:30
service. We invite you to join these 3 graders by
looking up your favorite Bible verse or story and
highlighting it in their new Bibles. The mission of
the Milestone Ministry Team is to uplift and
celebrate milestones in the faith life of our
congregation members and to connect the
generations of our congregational family. Please
join us in this important ministry as you can be an
active participant in passing on the faith to our

young people. . e
Third |

Grade |
Bible Sunday !
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For All the Saints

Every time we gather around the Holy Meal we
recognize that the saints who have completed their
earthly journey are still with us. Especially on All
Saints Day we take a few moments to remember the
dead and celebrate their eternal life.

" Our Savior’s members who have
= died since last All Saints Day are
=2 listed below. Their names will be
read as part of our prayers on
November 1.

L CHICh Cch Y
David Anderson Lewis Arms
Chuck Cameron Dolores Clemann
Dick Derauf Mary Ann Emerson
Richard Fischer Carol Fox
Clair Haas Jean Hammond
Edna Markstahler Helen Mundt
Marvin Mundt Lavonne Pagelow
Steve Rollins Russell Vale
Merlin Wolfgram
A Sign of the Times

In an effort to help lower costs (paper and postage);
we are working toward electronic communications
with worship volunteers. We would like to collect
as many e-mail addresses as possible so we can
send reminders through your home or work
computers.

We also plan to have the current schedules and the
readings available through our website, oslc-
elca.org.

If you do not have access to a computer, do not
have e-mail or simply prefer post card reminders,
we can continue the practice we’ve been using for
your reminders.

At some point in the future we are also hoping to
send e-mail notifications when our newsletter is
available online as well.

Please contact Megan at megan@oslc-elca.org with
an e-mail address you would like used for these
purposes or add your information to the form on
the Ministry Opportunity Table.

What's your.

o
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Youth and Family Spirituality

Resumes

The Youth and Family Board will again be offering
a spirituality study on Tuesday evenings at 6:30
pm. The study on the book, Reckless FAITH begins
November 17 and anyone is welcome to attend.
Sign up on the youth and family table by November
15 so your book can be ordered. Child care options
will be discussed at the Nov. 17 meeting.

Worship Quiet Bag Needs!

The Youth and Family Resource team continues to
meet regarding the creation of worship quiet bags
for young children in worship. Thank you to all
who have brought in supplies for these bags. The
team is still in need of a few items; Hotwheels, Mini
Etch-o-Sketch, Mini Magna Doodles, Koosh balls,
Brain Teasers, quiet toys geared toward little girls,
and other quiet handheld toys. If you have any of
these items, please drop
them off in the box under the
youth and family table in the
narthex. Look for the quiet
bags to be available toward
the end of the year. If you
would like to help with this
important ministry see Brett.

Book Club

Join us at 7:00 pm the first Tuesday of each month
at Sally Walters’ for book discussion and fellowship.
On November 3, we will discuss The Help by
Kathryn Stockett. In December we’ll discuss One
Wintry Night by Ruth Bell Graham. Sally lives at
57 Stonehaven Dr. #1, Sun Prairie.

Prepare, Decorate, Have Fun
Immediately following the last
service on November 29, we will
begin the fun of decorating the
tree and the church to welcome
the birth of Jesus.

((K
) k/\ Church

é \ L\/ ) Decorating

’ilqﬂs\f\\ 5_)
N
This is a family event that includes food, fun, and

fellowship. Bring the kids. Plan on giving a few
hours of your time to prepare the way of the Lord.
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Christmas by Candlelight

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend Our
Savior’s traditional Christmas by Candlelight
concert. This festive concert will be held on Sunday,
December 20, at 6:00 pm. The program will consist
of Advent and Christmas music presented by all of
the choirs at Our Savior’s. A freewill offering will
benefit the Sun Prairie Food Pantry, and will
include matching funds from Thrivent. Note the
6:00 pm time and bring the entire family. In
addition to the evening concert held at Our Savior’s,
the Senior Choir will perform at Oakwood East in
the afternoon at 2:00 pm.

Lutheran World Relief

Over 265 quilts have been made in the past year by
Our Savior’s quilters. 150 quilts were sent to
Lutheran World Relief and 15 quilts were given to
locals displaced from their homes by fire. Thank
you to the quilters for all of their hard work and to
Fritz Schunke for delivering all of the quilts to the
Boxcar Loading.

Sunday School Christmas
Program — The Signs and
Symbols of Christmas

To continue our celebration of Our Savior’s 50t
anniversary, students in our Sunday school will be
presenting The Signs and Symbols
of Christmas, an adaptation of
Sunday school programs in the
past. This program will be
presented on Sunday, Dec. 20
during the 10:30 worship service.
Children wishing to participate in
the program should contact Muriel
Arms no later than Sunday, Nov. 1.
Children's The first rehearsal is Saturday,
Nov. 7 at 10 am in the Fellowship

Christmas Program

Hall.

50th Anniversary Memorabilia
In the narthex there is a table that has items for sale
in celebration of the 50t anniversary of OSLC. You
can find note cards or order a shirt. Beginning
November 8 cookbooks will be on sale for $8.00
and ornaments will be available for $12.00. The
proceeds from the cookbook will be split evenly
between the Sun Prairie Food Pantry and the OSLC
kitchen fund.
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Tree Cutting Crew Needed

It’s that time of year again. Time to get a Christmas
tree to grace our narthex. We will meet at church at
8:00 am on Saturday, November 28.

If you can help, and we
do need lots of help,
either contact someone
in the church office or
sign up on the Ministry
Opportunity Table.

Singers Wanted

If you love to sing, but are interested in a short
commitment, come and sing with the choir on
Thanksgiving Eve. This huge, incredibly fun choir
will consist of members from Our Savior’s, Sun
Prairie United Methodist, Bristol Lutheran, and
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church this year.
Generally, a familiar and rather easy anthem is
selected, and we meet together about 45 minutes
before worship to put it all together. The service
will take place at Sun Prairie United Methodist on
Wednesday, November 25 at 7:00 pm. Any singers
of our congregation, grade 9-adult, are invited to
participate in this exciting time of thanksgiving and
celebration. For more information, contact Kim
Peterson at kimusic@live.com.

Family Movie Night
The next family movie night will be
Tuesday, November 24 from 6-
8pm in mission matinee. The
movie Stuart Little will be the
feature this month. This event is
open to all ages. Check out the
Youth and Family bulletin board by the library for
other family events happening during the National
Week of Family. See Brett with questions.

SERRYV Gifts Sale Dec.5 & 6

You can make gift giving a true expression of
Christmas by making purchases at the SERRYV gift
table the weekend of December 5 & 6. These
unique gifts are made by artisans and crafters from
around the world. Their work is distributed
through fair trade organizations so the money gets
to those in need more directly. A huge selection of
great gifts will be available for your Christmas
needs. Major credit cards and checks will be
accepted.
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Organist Heinrich Walther
Returns to OSLC

Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 15, at
7:00 pm, when German organist Heinrich Walther
returns to Our Savior's for an unusual concert on
our Letourneau pipe organ. Mr. Walther will play
all six trio sonatas by Johann Sebastian Bach.
Difficult to play, these pieces are rarely all heard on
the same program. Yet they are written in a
delightful lighter style that is easy to listen to.

An international artist, Mr. Walther last performed
at Our Savior's in November of 2007. Last winter
he played several concerts on a tour in Russia, with
thousands of people in attendance. For more
information about Mr. Walther, go to
www.heinrich-walther.de/eng/index.html.

Mr. Walther's program is part of the 50th
anniversary celebration at Our Savior's. A freewill
offering will be received. Suggested donation is $5.
Join us on the 15th!

“Creative Connections” to
Craft Monthly

Future dates for any crafter to join in a monthly
crafting group are November 20
and December 18, from 6-9 pm.
Bring your own project
(scrapbooking, crocheting,
quilting, whatever). Contact
Pastor Krahn at 837-3111 or
pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org with
any questions you have.

It’s Your Night Out!

The dinner group is holding their next gathering at
the Coachman’s Golf Club on Friday evening,
November 6, at 6:30 pm where they plan to enjoy
Chef Bryan Keiser's culinary creations. Coachman’s
is located at 984 CTH A, Edgerton. Call 608-884-
8484. From Sun Prairie, drive to the Stoughton,
exit 156, off I-90. Watch for signs.

Green Lake Retreat
January 13-15
Watch for details!
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Rotation 2 — New Challenges -

“David”

The 2rd Rotation for children at the O.S. Faith
Odyssey is David — The next five weeks we will be
exploring the life and story of David. The story of
the shepherd boy who becomes king — who would
create the messianic legacy that would find its
fulfillment in Jesus Christ, yet was a sinful man but
never turned away from his faith in God. We will
learn that God is faithful and can use even us in the
promotion of the kingdom despite our weaknesses
and flaws. God accepts us as we are and works to
bring good things even out of our mistakes.

Through activities like making a 10 foot Goliath,
being involved in an archaeological dig, making a
shaker picture of one of David’s psalms, discussing
giant problems in our lives and discussing David’s
life through video we can learn that with God all
things are possible. David is often called “Messiah”
which means Savior and is one of the important
people in Jesus’ family tree. Don’t miss a single
workshop as we approach the birth of the Messiah,
Jesus the Christ — the Son of God.

Our 3 Rotation beginning in January is Christmas
Around the World as we learn how other people in
the world celebrate the birth of God’s Son.
Workshop leaders will be needed. Please contact
Muriel Arms.

RIOT Summer 2010
Adventure Trip

There is a mandatory, informational meeting for all
youth attending the summer 2010
houseboat adventure trip on
Sunday, November 1 at 9:15 in the
Chapel. You will receive important
information regarding cost and
fund-raising. If you signed up for this trip as an
alternate, you are welcome to attend. See Brett
with questions.

CROP Walk Success!

Thanks to all of the walkers and congregation
members for their support of the 2009 CROP Walk.
We had 25 walkers representing OSLC. Funds
were raised by pledges and the bucket brigade. A
portion of the money raised will stay right here in
Dane county to combat hunger. Great Job!

UNDERGROUND
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Our Savior’s

Celebrates ’
National : o
Family Week % Fomiy

November 23 through November 27 is National
Family Week. The Youth and Family Resource
team invites you to plug into a week of fun and
interaction for families. The goal for the week is to
help families create some time each day to spend
together in family activities. Here at Our Savior’s,
family is all of us. If you are single or married,
young or retired, come join us. Early in the week
the activities will take place at church in the
evening. Then for the Thanksgiving holiday, take
some resource ideas home with you to create and
spend your daily family time. The week culminates
on Saturday and Sunday at worship, as families are
encouraged to participate in all aspects of the
worship service. If you are interested in having
your family involved see Brett. Check out the
Family Resources bulletin board, by the library, for
an explanation of the weekly schedule of events.
- Monday, November 23 - Family Game Night at
Our Savior’s 6:00 — 7:30 pm.
- Tuesday, November 24 - Family Movie night at
Our Savior’s beginning at 6:00 pm.
- Wednesday, Nov. 25 - Bring your family to
worship, 7:00 pm at United Methodist Church
- Thursday, November 26 - Ritual and Tradition
Day at home
- Friday, November 27 - Family Service Day

Pick up your Pizzas on
Sunday, November 8

Pizza making day begins Sunday, November 8 at
7:00 am. If you ordered
pizzas, you should pick them
up after the second service
that day in the Fellowship
Hall. Proceeds from the sale
will go to the senior high
summer adventure trip. If you
would like to help make pizzas
on that day please sign up on the pizza table in the
narthex. We ask that participants are in 8t grade
or above. See Brett for details.
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Trunk’ R Treat Thank You!

Thank you to all who helped to make the Trunk 'r
Treat night successful. A great time was had by all.
Look to the website for pictures from this popular
event.

Middle School Blast

The Middle School youth will be attending a
weekend retreat through Crossways Camping
Ministry. Please keep these young people in your
prayers the weekend of

November 13-15 as they (e 'pe e mﬁ'jjﬁ”jj:jjﬂ: e
explore their faith in new el &
and exciting ways.

New Library Books for Your

Enjoyment

OSLC library has few new books for both adults and
children to enjoy. For adults we have Quiet
Strength; A Memoir by Tony Dungy, Reclaiming
the “C” Word by Kelly Fryer and Traveling With
Hope, Sharing Experiences with Memory
Challenges. For children we have The Christmas
Cross by Max Lucado, Come Aboard Noah’s Ark,
Miss Fannie’s Hat by Jan Karon and Little Rose of
Sharon by Nan Gurby.

We also want to express our gratitude to the Hanser
family who recently replaced a library book they
couldn’t locate. Thanks so much for The Legend of
Candy Cane replacement!

Official Acts

Baptism- celebrating new life through the
sacrament of belonging
October 24 — Ella Knoploh — daughter of Aaron &

Amy Knoploh

Funeral — commending the faithful to the loving

arms of God {HE o
October 23 — Carol Fox ‘O /’4/

TRIUMPHANT
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Sun Prairie Emergency Food
Pantry - Ecumenical Benefit

Christmas Concert

You can once again enjoy the musical talents of the
Sun Prairie Churches as they each perform several
pieces of Christmas music on Friday, December 4 at
7:00 pm at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. In an
ecumenical effort to raise money for the Sun Prairie
Emergency Food Pantry, the concert is free of
charge with a free-will offering taken, as well as
donations of nonperishable items for the food
pantry. Please make checks payable to the Sun
Prairie Emergency Food Pantry.

The evening will conclude with a reception. Each
church is asked to donate 10-12 dozen cookies,
bars, or holiday treats. If you could help with any
of these goodies, please drop them off at Our
Savior’s by noon on Friday, December 4.

o, T

The Sun Prairie (o, R
Emergency Food Pantry (- !./‘: PEAL et
is an Equal Opportunity A G e
Provider. ,:lﬁ_?-—ﬂ.'i >

o B
Sun Prairie Community Help
Organization

Our Savior’s has been asked to collect toilet paper
and size 1 diapers this year. Watch sale flyers and
save your coupons. We will begin collecting these
items the end of November.

The Giving Tree details will be available around
Thanksgiving. Due to the greater need and the
poor economy; age and gender specific hats, gloves,
scarves, mittens, socks and blankets will be the
targeted items this year. We hope with this
necessary change we will get a better response.
There were many requests that were unfilled last
year and over $7,000 was spent trying to fill the
requests.

Volunteers will be needed to help organize all the
donations. Details for volunteer opportunities will
be available as the date gets closer.
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+ One a Week Club+

To find a current list of blood drives or to make an
appointment to give blood you can call 1-800-give-
life or visit givebloodgivelife.org. Donating blood
takes about an hour of your time; please consider
making time for this vital need in our community.
Call to schedule your appointment today!

Thanks to Dan & Diane Williamson, Barb Rathbun,
Karen Meier, Sharon Mundt, Paul Ponath, Brenden
Pautsch, Fritz Schunke (Aph) x 2, Liz Thony,
Jordan & Julie Niemeyer, Dawn Wenzel, Kathy
Dickerson, Colleen Fjelstad, and Mark Westerveld,
who donated blood recently. Aph designates
Apheresis donations, a special donation of platelets.

Our total so far this year is 136 donations.

Looking Ahead: The 24 Annual Holiday Blood
Drive will be on Thursday, December 24 from 7 am
— 2 pm at the Exhibition Hall at the Alliant Energy
Center. Free parking, childcare, raffles,
refreshments and entertainment are provided.

Poinsettias
Watch the pews for poinsettia order forms to come
out near the end of November.

E-Team Begins Book Study
Do you love Our Savior’s? Then you should
consider joining the E-Team as they start a book
study on Reclaiming the “E” Word: Waking Up to
Our Evangelical Identity. Here’s what Barbara
Lundblad says about this book:
This book will surprise you, sometimes
shock you, and most of all, encourage you to
reclaim evangelical and evangelism as
words you can say without apology. Kelly
Fryer doesn’t’ whine about membership
losses. ... She doesn’t give 10 easy steps to
church growth (though the pages are filled
with ideas that have helped ordinary people
reach out to their neighbors without
embarrassment). Lay people and pastors
who read this book will be changed.
We'll meet monthly, with the first meeting
scheduled for Thursday, November 12, from 6-7
pm. Contact Pastor Krahn, at pastorkrahn@oslc-
elca.org, for further information. We’d love to hear
from you.



mailto:pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org
mailto:pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org

Page 8

Synod Assembly Review

A few months have passed since the Synod

Assembly in June but the details are still valuable.

The following resolutions were voted on and

passed:

- Allowing benefits to be unbundled

- Encouraged the offering of weekly communion
in churches

- Adopted a social statement on Human
Sexuality

- Adopted the recommendation on Ministry
Policies and

- Requested a year extension on the Grace
Matters program

Participants were offered a variety of workshops.
The representatives from Our Savior’s were: Sue
Cowan, Chuck Cameron, Debi Peters, Brett
Christensen, Pastor Krahn and Pastor B.

Community Events

Oakwood - Is hosting a Holiday Bazaar on
Friday, November 6. This is a day of one-stop
shopping, from 9:00 am — 4:00 pm. Shop from a
huge variety of vendors! A brief list of some of the
vendors: Avon, Tastefully Simple, Tupperware,
Mary Kay, various Jewelry vendors, gift baskets,
quilted and embroidered items, plus delicious
baked goods.

HospiceCare Question-and-Answer Seminar:
Holiday Grief and Remembrance

The holiday season can be an especially painful time for
people who are grieving. Learn ways to make it less
painful at HospiceCare’s next question-and-answer
seminar, Holiday Grief and Remembrance. The free,
public seminar will take place on Tuesday, November
10, 6:30 pm — 8:00 pm at the Don & Marilyn Anderson
HospiceCare Center, 5395 E. Cheryl Parkway in
Madison. Creating your own memorials or new
traditions may be a special way for you and your family
to cope with the change and the deep sense of loss that
comes with it. Rituals offer a special kind of healing by
speaking to our wounded hearts and minds at a level
beyond words. Grief rituals can allow you to move
through the intensity of the emotions and into
recognition of the special relationship you have with
those who have died. Pre-registration is requested;
please call Carrie Glantz, HospiceCare public affairs, at
(608) 327-7202.
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HospiceCare Grief Support Groups

In November, HospiceCare Inc. will be offering a
variety of grief support groups for those grieving the
death of a loved one. HospiceCare will also offer an
informational seminar for caregivers. All groups are
open to the public and free of charge. All groups
require pre-registration and are held at the Don &

Marilyn Anderson HospiceCare Center, 5395 E.

Cheryl Parkway in Madison, unless otherwise noted.

To register, call HospiceCare at (608) 276-4660 and

ask to speak with a grief counselor.

- Journey Through Grief will be held Tuesdays,
November 3 — December 15, from 4:00 pm —
6:00 pm.

- Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group will be held
Mondays, November 9 — December 7, from 6:00
pm — 8:00 pm

- Bridges Weekly Support Group is held every
Wednesday, from 9:30 am — 11:00 am Pre-
registration is not required.

- Young Widow’s Support Group will be held
Thursday, November 5, from 7:00 pm — 9:00 pm
at San Damiano’s, 4123 Monona Drive in
Madison.

- Caregiving Through the Holidays: 10 Ways to
Reduce Stress will be held November 17, from
6:30 pm — 8:00 pm

Christian Cancer Group — A new ecumenical
faith based cancer support group is in the planning
stages. Please contact Cynthia Martin for more
information at 825-3929 or suresendit@gmail.com

Celebrating the first anniversary of their
baptism this month.

Brody Kante 11/1/2008
Jordan Misterek 11/2/2008
Natalie Hagen 11/2/2008
Marissa Kaste 11/2/2008
Luke Morgan 11/8/2008
Jack Erdman 11/9/2008
Brendan Barrett 11/15/2008

Those celebrating will receive a postcard from
the Milestone Ministry Team suggesting ways
to celebrate. If you would like to see ideas
visit oslc-elca.org/id73.html
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