
Dear Family of Faith 

 

Y2K + 10! 

 

Do you recall the scary days leading to the year 2000 (Y2K)? We all held our breath waiting for        

computers to crash like dominoes through the time zones because so many had not been built to         

accommodate the change of four digits. Some feared the loss of power since computers oversee the    

nations power grid. Satellites would begin falling from the sky. Phones would all go silent. 

 

And it didnôt happen. 

 

Here we are suddenly ten years later. Computers still help and frustrate us. From desktops in offices to 

laptops at home to the ubiquitous cell phones in pockets and purses, the computers still go on humming 

along. Not to say we donôt have fears. In the last decade weôve added the fear of terrorism, the fear of 

tainted or unsafe products from China, the fear of losing a job, the fear of diminished retirement        

earnings, the fear of global warming, and Iôm sure Iôve missed others. 

 

Bishop Hanson has regularly lifted up the fact that we live at the intersection of fear and hope. We get to 

choose which road we will take. Thatôs not to suggest that we can ignore or disregard things that we 

should fear. It is to suggest that those of us who live in Christ have the ability to be controlled by one or 

the other.  

 

Weôve just finished hearing the angel tell the shepherdôs to not be afraid. Throughout the gospels Jesus 

encourages his disciples to not be afraid.  

 

I encourage each and every one of you to confront your fears with faith. Follow faith. Follow the way of 

Christ. Follow the King in faith. We will never come to the end of our fears, but we can live in the     

confidence of an everlasting faith. 

 

In peace, 

 

Pastor B 

Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church, 550 Lincoln Drive, Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590 
oslc-elca.org      608-837-3111 

THE CROSSROADS      
January  2010  

Vo lume 5,  I ssue 1  

 

Holiday Church Office Hours  
**OPEN December 31 8am-Noon** 

Closed on January 1 

January Monday Counters List 

 

January 4th/18th -   Marilyn Wilson, John Oehrlein, 

   Ron Koski, Richard Bohling 

January 11th/25th - Marilyn Wilson, John Oehrlein, 

   Ron Koski, Gary Walden 
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 Worship Themes For January  
January 3 ï Epiphany Sunday - With the holidays 
behind us and a new year awaiting, this is a good 
time to begin something. How about  reading a book 
of the Bible? Luke?   
 
January 10 ï This day we will come together to    
celebrate the Baptism of our Lord. The theme for 
worship will explore Great ExpectationséTheirs, 
Ours and Godôs. 
 
January 17 ï 2 Epiphany - When Jesus performed 
his first miraculous sign by turning water into wine, 
he hinted of another miracle. Transformed by Christ 
for Life  changes our human identity with the power 
of the Lord.  
 
January 24 ï On the Third Sunday of Epiphany we 
will hear in the lessons how the glory of the Lord is 
revealed in the reading of Scripture. We find comfort 
in the promises of Scripture and can Learn to Love 
Scripturesô Constraints. 
 
January 31 - 4 Epiphany - The Challenge of Jesus is 
not so much about a dare or a goal as it is about    
incorporating his way of accepting others as a way of 
life.  
 

Annual Meeting Set for        
Sunday, Feb 14 at 11:45am  
The annual meeting has been set for Sunday,       
February 14 at 11:45am. If you are responsible for 
submitting something for the annual meeting     
booklet, the deadline is Monday, January 18. If    
possible please e-mail them to Brandy at 
brandy@oslc-elca.org. 
 

January New Member Class  
New member classes begins on Sunday, January 10 
at 6:00pm. The class also meets on January 17, 24 
and 31, all beginning at 6:00pm for 1 1/2 hours. 
Childcare is available. New member recognition will 
be on Sunday, February 7 at the 10:30 worship. If 
you are interested in becoming a 
member of Our Saviorôs please sign 
up at the Ministry Opportunity     
Table or contact Pastor Krahn at the 
church office. The next session of new member 
classes will be offered in May. 

Seasonal Book of the Month 
Club  
The Bible holds so many important messages that 
we sometimes get so overwhelmed by the              
possibilities that we donôt read it at all. Our seasonal 
Book of the Month program is designed just for you. 
Four times a year we encourage you to read a book 
of the Bible during a particular month. We will use 
the Crossroads and our website to give you a little 
information about the chosen book. After that, itôs 
just about reading. Join us, please. Become a Book 
of the Month regular.  
 

Winter Book of the Month for 
January ï Luke  
Our first Book of the Month offering is the Gospel 
according to Luke. This 24 chapter book tells the 
story of Jesus from birth to ascension. It is of        
interest that the story begins and ends in the Jewish 
temple in Jerusalem. Luke is a book full of parables. 
This is the only gospel with the story of the Good  
Samaritan. The Prodigal Son parable is only in Luke. 
According to the Learning Bible, ñLukeéoften     
mentions Godôs Holy Spirit. Luke also shows how 
important prayer was to Jesus.ò Luke also highlights 
Jesusô concern for the poor. The writer is often    
identified as a physician and coworker of Paul. The 
book is easily divided into five parts:  

 
1) Preparing the way (1:1 ï 4:13) 
2) Jesus preaches and heals (4:14 ï 9:50)  
3) Jesus goes to Jerusalem (9:51 ï 19:27) 
4) Jesusô final week (19:28 ï 23:56) 
5) Jesus rises from death (24:1 ï 24:53) 

 
While you read, you might want to stop at the end of 
each chapter and ask: 

 
1) What new thing did I just ñgetò? 
2) Where was there a ñthatôs interestingò         

moment? 
3) Was there something that caused you to say ñI 
donôt get itò? 

 
Final note on Luke. Itôs been said that there is some 
reference to food in every chapter of this Gospel. Can 
you find them? 
 

Book of the Month Potluck  
Do you plan on reading Luke in January? If so, come 
and join us at a Book of the Month potluck at 
11:45am on January 31. We will meet in the           
Fellowship Hall to share thoughts and questions 
about what weôve read. 
 

If you have not done so yet, please fill out and turn in 
your Time and Talent forms and Pledge cards to the 

church office. Extra copies can be found on the     
Ministry Opportunity Table.  
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Rotation 3 ï New Challenges - 
ñChristmas Around the Worldò   
The 3rd Rotation beginning on Jan. 10 is ñChristmas 
Around the Worldò as we learn how other people in 
the world celebrate the birth of Godôs Son.  We still 
are in need of one more workshop leader ï Creation 
Station - in the workshop the children will be     
learning about Christmas in Sweden ï St. Lucia and 
candle making.  If you would be willing to help, 
please contact Muriel.  We are also 
in need of baby food jars or small 
jam/jelly jars with covers for this 
workshop.  

One of the rotations in Christmas 
Around the World has a mission    
program attached to it. Students will 
gather and solicit items for the Domestic Abuse    
Intervention Services and will encourage the        
congregation to assist them. They will be looking for 
items such as: baby shampoo, baby wash, baby      
lotion, baby wipes, diaper cream, larger-sized        
disposable diapers, childrenôs toothbrushes,       
toothpaste, African American hair care products as 
well as full-sized shampoo and conditioner and 
other like items. Boxes of breakfast cereal (especially 
childrenôs favorites) are also encouraged. A list of all 
needed items is on the large O.S. Faith Odyssey    
bulletin board in the narthex and on our website. 
There will be a box by the Ministry Opportunity   
Table for donations. All donations need to be        
collected no later than Sunday, February 14. Thank 
you for helping us give to those in need. 

A big thank you to everyone who provided          
newspapers for us so that the children could make 
the 10 ft Goliath for Rotation 2 ï ñDavidò.  

 

Communion Enrichment 
Event on January 23  
ñWhen can I take communion, Mommy?ò If youôve 
been hearing that question from your child who is in 
second grade or above, itôs time to attend the Com-
munion Enrichment class in preparation for their 
communion milestone on January 24 th, at the 10:30 

a.m. worship service.   
 
Parents and children are invited to 
come and learn about Godôs gift of 
love in the Holy Communion on  
Saturday, January 23, from 10 
to 11 a.m.   Parents and second 
graders and above who have not   
attended a communion enrichment 

class are welcome to attend.  Sign up on the Ministry           
Opportunity Table to let us know you will be there.  

Third Grade Bible Milestone 
Begins a Bible -Reading  
Journey  
On November 22, third grade         
students received their CEV Bibles in 
worship. Their parents, as part of 
their commitment to keep the        
baptismal promises for their children, 
ñplaced in their hands the Holy   
Scriptures.ò During the Milestone event after       
worship, many others in the congregation shared in 
the studentsô enthusiasm by highlighting their       
favorite Bible passage.   
 
The families were sent home with a weekly Bible 
reading challenge. Included in their Bible, was a 
bookmark with ñBig Bible Storiesò for the families to 
read together. It is our hope that these Bible stories 
will speak to them and impact their faith lives week 
after week. After each quarter of Bible reading     
completed, the child will receive a gift and at the end 
of the year, a PARTY!   
 
If your third grader hasnôt received his or her Bible, 
please contact the church office. Also, if you want to 
read the ñBig Bible Storiesò too as part of your     
commitment to open the Book of Faith, Iôm sure we 
can hook you up. Just talk to Pastor Krahn or Brett. 
 

Confirmation Courses Back in 
Session for Students and 
Adults  
Confirmation classes start up again 
after the holidays with a new series 
of classes on January 6, at 6:30 p.m. 
Courses range in topic from Bible 
learning, to the Means of Grace, 
from Death and Dying, to Cults and Gangs.  Itôs clear 
to see that living out our Christian faith in this           
ever-changing world is reflected in the course topics.  
 
The adult offering is entitled ñUnderstanding the 
Five Love Languages of Childrenéand others, too.ò  
This three-week class in our adult confirmation    
series is open to all, especially those who want to 
ñloveò to the best of their ability.  During the course 
you will learn how to identify someoneôs primary 
love language and show love to them in that 
ñlanguage.ò  Other topics to be discussed will be    
unconditional love, discipline and love, and much 
more.  The course is also held on Wednesdays, from 
6:30-8 p.m., on January 6, 13, and 27.  Please       
sign-up on the Ministry Opportunity Table or speak 
with Pastor Krahn if you have questions, at 837-3111, 
or email at pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org. 

mailto:pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org
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Nooma Class to Split in      
January  
The Sunday Adult class ñNoomaò has been a blessing 
to many that have attended over the past year.  This 

is evident in that the number 
of participants has grown to 
almost 20 on any given    
Sunday.  Although lively    
discussion still happens by 
some, research on small 
group ministry suggests that 

there are times when such large groups hinder some 
from feeling able to speak or participate.  To further 
enhance and grow this ministry, we are advocating a 
split in this thriving group, a group that has seen 
some of our newest members attending.  In the     
advent of another new member class in January, 
there is the potential for even more participation.   
 
As such, several leaders will be identified and         
encouraged to form separate groups.  Participants 
will be asked to go to one of the groups of their 
choosing, provided there are no more than 10 in that 
group already.  Nooma will continue to grow and 
feed those looking for this format in ministry. The 
group meets Sunday morning at 9:30am. To be a 
part of this group talk to Brett or Pastor Krahn if you 
have questions. 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
Our senior high youth will hold soup kettles at 
church doors on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7, 
2010.  They will join young people in churches 
across the country to collect money for those who 
are hungry and hurting.  In 2009, over 13,000 
groups participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring 
generating over $10 million dollars.   
 
None of the money is sent to the Souper Bowl of   
Caring headquarters.  Organizers only ask that each 
participant report their collection so national totals 
can be determined and announced.  Since the      
Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990 more than $50 
million has gone to help people in need.  Proceeds 
this year will stay local and go to Joining Forces for 
Families, which is housed in the Sunshine Place. 
Please support the youth 
of our church in this  
effort to ñlove our 
neighborsò by dropping 
your dollar(s) in the 
soup pots on February 7. 
 

 

Early camp registrations due 
in March  
This is a notice for anyone thinking about summer 
camp through Crossways this year.  Whether it is 
Confirmation camp, senior high camps,                  
elementary-aged camps or family camps, early     
registration ends March 15.  Registrations received 
by the camp after March 15 will have to pay the   
regular price.  Camp is available for everyone.       
Financial hardship should never be a reason for 
missing camp.  Assistance is available.   See Brett if 
you have questions.   
 

Family Movie Night ï ñUpò 
The next family movie night will be 
Thursday, January 21 from 6-8pm in 
Mission Matinee.  The movie Up  will be 
the feature this month.  This event is 
open to all ages.  Check out the Youth 
and Family bulletin board by the library 
to sign up for this fun fellowship event 
with your church family.  See Brett with 
questions. 

 

Red Cross Babysitterôs Class 
offered at OSLC Friday,      
January 22, 9am -4pm  
Youth ages 11-15 are invited to attend a Red Cross    
Babysitterôs class.  Learn how to: 

 
Supervise children and infants 
Perform basic child-care skills such as          
diapering and feeding 
Choose safe, age-appropriate games and toys 
Handle bedtime and discipline issues 
Identify safety hazards and prevent injuries  
Care for common injuries and emergencies 
such as choking, burns, cuts and bee stings 
Communicate effectively with parents 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The class can accommodate up to 12 youth and a 
minimum of 8 are needed to hold the class.  Sign up 
on the youth and family table in the narthex.  The 
cost for the class is $54.  Your cost is $44. Youth and 
Family ministry will provide a $10 scholarship.  
Make checks out to OSLC.  See Brett with questions. 
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RIOT and chaos Youth Group 
Calendars Available Soon  

The 2010 calendar of events for youth 
groups will soon be posted on the 
RIOT and chaos bulletin board by the 
offices and on the church website. See 
Brett for more information about these 
youth groups. 
 

Annual Cheesecake sale for 
Valentineôs Day this year! 
RIOT, the senior high youth group, will again be   
offering cheesecakes at Our Saviorôs this year.       
Orders will be taken in the narthex during the entire 
month of January, with samples offered after        
services.  Cheesecakes can be picked up at the 
church on Friday, February 12 between 3:00 - 7:00 
p.m.  Proceeds will help the senior 
high youth, who will attend this 
yearôs summer Adventure Trip and 
the National Youth Gathering 2012.  
See Brett if you have questions. An 
order form can be found at the end of 
this newsletter.  
 

Milestone Ministry Asks       
Congregation To Participate in 
Communion Recognition    
Sunday  
Participating in communion is a special time for 
children and families. When we partake in this     
sacrament, we do so with ñall of the body of Christ.ò 
Sunday, January 24, those who have completed the 
communion enrichment class will be celebrating the 
Eucharist for the first time at the 10:30 service.  The 
Milestone Ministry Team invites you into the faith 
lives of these people.   
 
As part of the worship recognition we would like you 
to complete a task after the service. You will have the 
opportunity to pick up a blue key tag, which        
symbolizes congregational members of the Body of 
Christ.  Please take a moment to write on the back of 
each tag your name and the year of your first      
communion.  Then take a minute to give your tag to 
a young person celebrating this milestone for the 
first time.  This is a great opportunity to plant 
ñSpiritualò seeds in the faith-life of our young      
people.  If you have any questions, see Brett or Kim 
Smith.  

 
 

Green Lake Retreat Reminder!  
Those signed up for the Green Lake Retreat January 
15-17, please be at the Sun Prairie United Methodist 
Church promptly at 6pm on January 15.   
 

ñGodôs Gardenò Worship Quiet 
Bags Now Available  
Worship is central to all we do here 
at Our Saviorôs. All are welcome, es-
pecially children! We realize that 
sometimes younger children need 
some help by keeping their hands 
busy during the service. The Youth and Family       
Resource Team, with the generosity of many in our 
congregation, are offering Godôs Garden worship 
quiet bags. Come to the large, mobile tree in the 
Narthex prior to worship and pick up a worship bag 
for each young person to use during the service.  
There are two colored bags to choose from that are 
age appropriate.  Please return the bag to the Tree 
when the service is completed.  See Brett with     
questions or concerns.   
 

Book Club  
Book Club does not meet in January. Join us 
Tuesday, February 2nd when weôll discuss  
Barack Obamaôs The Audacity of Hope. Look 
for our new reading list and time and location 

of our meetings on the Ministry Opportunity Table!  
 

Twenties and Thirties Group 
(TNT)  
Looking for a fun way to connect with other       
members of the congregation? There is a new      
ministry team forming for members in their twenties 
and thirties.  A planning potluck meeting will be held 
Friday, January 8 at 6:00pm.  Childcare will be           
provided.   Please bring a dish to pass for this fun 
introductory meeting.  The hope is to alternate our 
gatherings between fun group events and discussing 
faith issues that relate to our lives. Bring your       
calendars so we can plan future events. Sign up on 
the Youth and Family table in the narthex if you are 
interested in attending this new ministry. Email 
Brett with questions at brett@oslc-elca.org 
 

Creative Connections  
This month we will meet together on   
January 29, at 6 p.m. Bring your own    
project (scrapbooking, croqueting,       

quilting, etc). Please sign-up on the Ministry         
Opportunity Table. Contact Pastor Krahn at          
837-3111 orpastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org with any 
questions. 

mailto:brett@oslc-elca.org
mailto:pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org

