
Waiting  
 
It's that time of year.   No.  It's not Christmas yet.   It's Advent and our world doesnôt get it.  Our secular 
culture  not only  ignores Advent, but actively contradicts it.   We, in the church, try desperately to cling to 
this season of preparation and expectation.  However, our world rushes on to the time of arrival and 
fulfillment.   After all, the eggnog with the holly berries on the carton has been in the dairy case for 
weeks now.  It seems our secular world is determined to avoid Advent because it doesn't know what to 
do with the whole notion of waiting.   It's  quite uncomfortable for the fast -paced world in which we live.   
  
Modern life regards waiting as a negative act, something to be avoided.  Waiting is idleness.  Time must 
be filled, used, made productive.  While we wait for a plane, we make calls on our cell phones and work 
on our laptop computers.  Or is waiting a frustration of our desires to get and to have.  We do not want 
to wait to save up for a purchase, so we whip out our gold cards and run up our credit balances.  Or is 
waiting a time of apprehension.  We wait for the phone to ring with the results of tests or the mail to 
come with a response to our application.  In all of these cases, we dislike the wait.  We want to hurry on, 
get to the point, get something done. 
  
But consider another side of waiting.  In every instance, waiting speaks of our incompleteness, our need 
for someone or something outside of ourselves.  We wait for a plane or a bus or our carpool because we 
cannot reach our destination alone.  We need transportation.  We wait for news because others know 
what we do not.  We need their wisdom, their skills.   Waiting is needing.  More than that, it is trusting 
that someone will meet our need.  Waiting is faith.  
  
So we wait, and trust, and have faith that God will be revealed in the babe in Bethlehemôs manger.  And 
we wait, and trust, and have faith in God Immanuel ï God with us ï now in the gift of the promised 
Holy Spirit.   And we wait, and trust, and have faith that God will bring a better tomorrow, a new      
creation, a blessed future where we are one in God's presence.   
  
The advertisers and marketers make is clear that this is the time of year to make our wishes known, to 
present our lists, and to be sure that we get what we want.  Advent for them is simply the pre -Christmas 
season when we must fit in the shopping, mailing, and partying before the season ends on December 
25th.   
 
We must remember that Advent is profoundly  countercultural in that it insists that we wait and 
trust.   For in the waiting, we have faith that our deepest needs will be fulfilled.    
 
Pastor Krahn 
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Holiday Church Office Hours  
Closed on December 24, 25 and January 1 
**Open December 31 from 8am-Noon** 

Christmas Worship Times  
Christmas Eve: 4:30pm, 7:30pm and 11pm 

Christmas Day: 10:30am only 
Saturday 12/26: 5:30pm 

Sunday 12/27: 8am, 10:30am 
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Advent is the Beginning of 
Something Big  
Four Sundays. Four Candles. Four steps to a      
Bethlehem manger. The invitation is the same every 
year: Take time to escape the trappings of the      
holiday season and come to the road to Christmas. 

Follow the lights along the way. 
The light of love, the light of peace, 
the light of joy and the light of 
hope. 

 
December 6 ï The Second Sunday in Advent ï From 
Angels to Jesus to Handshakes will walk us through 
the spectacular evening before Christmas to the   
routinely sublime in worship.  
 
December 13 ï On the Third Sunday in Advent ï the 
readings, song, and prayers of worship set the tone 
of Great Joy. 
 
December 20 ï The Fourth Sunday in Advent ï 
What Do You Hope Is Under The Tree as we take 
this last step before Christmas? Have you been a 
good girl or boy? 
 
December 24/25 ï The Nativity of our Lord ï On 
this most holy night, we gather to praise God and 
reflect on how God stepped into our messed up 
world with an offbeat approach to make things      
better. 
 
December 27 ï We heard the good news that Jesus 
is born and God is with us, in the Christmas         
message.  On the First Sunday of Christmas we, with 
Jesus and Samuel, are In the Temple Praising God  
for this good news. 
 

Grief Group to Begin in the 
New Year at OSLC  
A ñJourney through Griefò group will be offered here 
at Our Saviors beginning January 7.  This group, led 
by Kris Simon of HospiceCare, will meet for eight 
weeks from 4:00 ï 6:00 p.m.  Anyone who is      
grieving the loss of a loved one is welcome to attend.  
Registration is required and you will need to register 
through HospiceCare because the size of the group is 
limited. To register please call (608)276-4660. If 
you have questions, contact Pastor Krahn at  
837-3111 or pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org. 

 
 
 

Signs and Symbols of       
Christmas  
The Sunday school children from pre-school through 
6th grade will be presenting a    
Christmas program titled ñThe Signs 
and Symbols of Christmasò on     
Sunday, December 20 at OSLC at the 
10:30 worship service. The program is 
a part of Our Saviorôs 50th Anniversary and a portion 
of the program was presented in 1994.   
 

New Twenties ón Thirties 
(TNT) Group to Gather  
Looking for a fun way to connect with other       
members of the congregation? There is a new       
ministry team forming for members in their twenties 

and thirties. The first meeting will 
be held in Benôs Underground on   
Friday, December 11 at 6:00pm. 
There will be pizza and games. The 
hope is to alternate from one   
meeting to the next between fun 

events as a group and discussing how faith issues 
relate to our lives. Bring your calendars so we can 
plan future events. Sign up on the Youth and Family 
Table in the narthex if you are interested in            
attending this new event. Email Brett with questions                       
brett@oslc-elca.org. 
 

Council Notes and Votes  
The Congregation Council met on Thursday,         
November 19, for their last regular meeting of the 
calendar year. The major discussion for the meeting 
was refinancing our mortgage debt that is due early 
next year.  
 
Bill Rockeman, chair of the Board of Finance,       
presented a proposal from the board. He noted that 
the board has worked very hard and compared rates 
among several institutions.  
 
The council voted to allow the Board of Finance to 
move forward with refinancing the $1.5 million loan 
at a rate just below 6% and amortized over 25 years. 
The length of the loan is 4 years. The loan process 
should be completed in early January. 
 

 
 
 
 

Offerings for 2009 must be to the 

church office by Noon on Thursday, 

December 31. 

mailto:pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org
mailto:brett@oslc-elca.org?subject=TNT%20Group
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New Member Class to Begin  
The next session of new member classes begins on 
Sunday, January 10 at 6:00pm. The class also meets 
on January 17, 24 and 31, all beginning at 6:00pm 
for 1 1/2 hours. Childcare is available. New member     
recognition will be on Sunday, February 7 at the 
10:30 worship. If you are interested in becoming a 
member of Our   
Saviorôs please sign 
up at the Ministry 
Opportunity Table 
or contact Pastor 
Krahn at the church 
office. The next     
session of new member classes will be offered in 
May. 
 

Christmas by Candlelight  

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend Our  
Saviorôs traditional Christmas by       
Candlelight concert. This festive concert 
will be held on Sunday, December 20, at 
6:00 p.m. The program will consist of 
Advent and Christmas music presented 
by all of the choirs and several              
instrumentalists at Our Saviorôs. A     
freewill offering will benefit the Sun 
Prairie Food Pantry, and will include 
matching funds from Thrivent. Note the 
6:00 p.m. time and bring the entire  

family. In addition to the evening concert held at 
Our Saviorôs, the Senior Choir will perform at     
Oakwood East at 2:00 p.m. that afternoon. 
 

New Nursery Coordinator  
Thank you for the opportunity to serve Our Savior's 
Lutheran Church! My name is Pamela 
Gjersvig, and I have taken over for 
Sandy Frei as the Nursery Coordinator 
for the congregation. I look forward to     
working with you in continuing to 
provide the best possible care for your 
children's needs. The nursery is seeking a few more 
volunteers to help at every worship time, as well as 
those who would be willing to  substitute in times of 
need. We are always grateful to those who are       
willing to serve others by sharing an hour of your 
time with the smallest members of our congregation. 
If you are willing to share your time and talent, 
please feel free to contact me through the church or 
at home at (608) 834-2426. Thank you again for the 
opportunity to serve you, and I look forward to      
getting to know many more of you in the months to 
come! 
 

O. S. Faith Odyssey Rotation 
III Christmas Around the 
World  
The O. S. Faith Odyssey leaves port on Jan. 10 at 
9:15 and 10:30 a.m. to five different countries as we 
seek to learn more about how Christmas is           
celebrated in Italy, Sweden, Sudan, Ukraine and 
Mexico. Children will be receiving a letter regarding 
this ñtripò on Sunday, Dec. 13 as well as a passport 
that they need to complete and bring with them on 
Jan. 10.   
 
This will be an exciting adventure. If anyone        
celebrates any of these countries traditions at   
Christmas time, you can help us by either signing up 
to do a workshop OR assisting someone in             
understanding the traditions. Workshops will       
include Cooking : Ukraine; 
Cultural Re -enactment : 
Mexico - Las Posadas           
Celebration; Mission : Sudan ï 
The Lost Boys; Creation Sta-
tion : Sweden - Candle making 
and St. Lucia; Story Telling : 
Italy and the Story of Old      
Befana and Mother Theresa. 
Contact Muriel Arms if you are interested or if you 
have questions. 
 
You can also help make this rotation more           
meaningful if you have props from these countries 
so that we can enhance our classrooms. Please look 
at the Rotation Poster on the bulletin board in the 
narthex and see if you can help us out. 
 

Youth Group Calendar Coming  
The chaos and RIOT schedule for the 
spring will be here by the end of  
December. Please watch the youth 
group bulletin boards (by the office) 
or the website for details. 
 

Pine Tree Needed For 2010  
We are looking for a Christmas tree for the narthex 
for next holiday season. Weôd prefer a ñshortò  
needled tree about 12 feet tall. Volunteers will be 
happy to come and get it, and cut it to size if needed.     
Anyone who is looking to have a pine tree cut down 

in about a year; please contact Brandy 
in the church office.  
 

 
 



Page 4                                                               The Crossroads, December 09  

 

Thank You from Our Saviorôs 
Quilters  
A big thanks from the OSLC Quilters to everyone 
who has donated fabric, sheets and materials for use 
in crafting quilts for Lutheran World Relief. In the 

past year, 232 quilts were made, with 
223 being sent for LWR. A special thank 
you to the East Dane County Chapter of 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for 
partnering with us in helping finance 

our sewing expenses. Please continue to keep us in 
your prayers and remember us as you replace your 
sheets and household fabrics. We wish you a most 
happy and blessed Nativity season. 
 

SERRV Gifts Sale Dec. 5 & 6  
You can make gift giving a true expression of    
Christmas by making purchases at the SERRV gift 
table the weekend of December 5 & 6. These unique 
gifts are made by artisans and crafters from around 
the world. Their work is distributed through fair 
trade organizations so the money gets to those in 
need more directly. A huge selection of great gifts 
will be here for your Christmas needs. Major credit 
cards and checks will be accepted. 
 

Giving Tree  
The Giving Tree is up in the narthex and tags are 
available. This year the request is for age and gender 
appropriate winter essentials such as hats, gloves, 
mittens, scarves, socks and blankets. As in years 
past, select a tag from the Giving Tree 
in the narthex, sign out the tag and 
purchase the requested gift spending 
about $20-$25. DO NOT wrap the 
gift, but put all items purchased for 
that tag in a bag and securely fasten 
the tag to the bag. All gifts need to be 
returned to the church by Sunday, 
December 6. 
 
Our Saviorôs has also been collecting toilet paper and 
size 1 diapers. The items donated by our                 
congregation need to be delivered to Angel Park on 
Sunday, December 13. Volunteers are needed         
between 10am-1pm at Angel Park to help sort, pack 
and distribute items. If you are able to help, please 
contact Brett. Thanks again for supporting this       
important ministry.  

Worship Quiet Bag Needs  
The Youth and Family Resource Team continues to 
meet regarding the creation of Worship Quiet Bags 
for young children in worship. Thank you to all who 
have brought in supplies for these bags. The team is 
still in need of a few items: 
  
 Hot Wheels 

 Mini Etch -o-sketches 

 Mini Magnadoodles  

 Quiet hand toys (i.e. Rubikôs 
Cube or water toys) 

 Koosh balls 

 Brain teasers 

 Little girl quiet toys (i.e. Barbie, Polly Pockets, etc) 
  
If you have any of these items, please drop them off 
in the box under the Youth and Family Table in the 
narthex. Look for the quiet bags to be available     
toward the end of the year. If you would like to help 
with this important ministry see Brett.  

 
CAT Team Sends Care        
Packages  
The College-age Ministry Team recently sent 17 care 
packages to those young people in our congregation 
who have recently moved away from home.            
Although the CAT Team loves to get feedback from 
the students, their passion is keeping young people 
connected to the church. Thank you to the many 
supporters of the CAT Team who have baked cookies 
and bars for these young people. They really           
appreciate them, and we appreciate you! 
 

Make A Note  
The annual meeting has been set for Sunday,        
February 14 at 11:45am. If you are on the council the 
deadline to get your reports in for the annual      
meeting booklet is by Monday, January 18. If       
possible please e-mail them to Brandy at 
brandy@oslc-elca.org. 
 

Book Club News  
Join us at 7:00pm the first Tuesday of each month at 
Sally Waltersô for book discussion and fellowship. 
On December 1, we will discuss One Wintry Night  
by Ruth Bell Graham. We won't meet in January. 
Watch for the newest edition of Book 
Club News soon. We have some great 
books chosen for the new year. Sally 
lives at 57 Stonehaven Drive #1 in Sun 
Prairie.  
 

The Senior High cheesecake sale is 
coming each weekend in January.  

mailto:brandy@oslc-elca.org?subject=Report%20for%20Annual%20Meeting%20Booklet
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Undecorators Needed  
On January 3 after the 10:30 service we will be     
undecorating. Mark your calendars!!!  

Baptismal Enrichment Classes  
For those interested in having your child baptized at 
Our Saviorôs, the next class is scheduled 
on Saturday, December 12 and will be 
from 10am-11:30am.  There is also a    
future date set of February 13 if you    
cannot make the December date. Sign up 
to attend on the Ministry Opportunity 
Table. 
 

RIOT Summer Trip Mandatory 
Meeting  
There is a mandatory meeting for all youth                
participating in the Summer Adventure Trip on   
Sunday, December 20 at 9;30am. You will receive 
your fundraising information for the January 
cheesecake sale at that time. See Brett with          
questions. 
 

Creative Connections  
Itôs a mad dash to the finish lineégetting all those 
last minute homemade Christmas gifts ready, that is.  
All crafters of one variety or another are welcome to 
gather for crafting at church. 
This month we will meet  
together on December 18, at 6 
p.m. Bring your own project 
(scrapbooking, croqueting, 
quilting, etc). January 29 will 
be the first meeting of 2010. Please sign-up on the 
ministry opportunity table. Contact Pastor Krahn at 
837-3111 or pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org with any 
questions. 

Ecumenical Christmas Concert 
to Benefit Sun Prairie        
Emergency Food Pantry  
You can once again enjoy the musical talents of the 
Sun Prairie Churches as they each perform several 
pieces of Christmas music on Friday, December 4, 
2009, at 7:00 pm at Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church, 
550 Lincoln Drive. In 
an ecumenical effort to 
raise money for the Sun 
Prairie Emergency 
Food Pantry, the      
concert is free of charge 
with a free-will offering 
taken as well as         
donations of nonperishable items for the food      
pantry. Please make checks payable to the Sun   
Prairie Emergency Food Pantry. 
  
The evening will conclude with a reception.  Each 
church is asked to donate 10-12 dozen cookies, bars, 
or holiday treats. If you could help with any of these 
goodies, please drop them off at Our Saviorôs by 
noon on Friday, December 4. 
  

ñLove Languageò Course        
Offered  
Parents, teachers, grandparents and anyone who 
loves children should take note of the course being 
offered, ñUnderstanding the Five Love Languages of 
Childrenéand others, too.ò  This three-week class in 
our adult confirmation series is open to all.  During 
the course you will learn how to identify someoneôs 
primary love language and show love to them in that 
ñlanguage.ò  Other topics to be discussed will be    
unconditional love, discipline and love, and much 
more.  This course will be held Wednesdays, from 
6:30-8 p.m., on January 6, 13, and 27.  Please        
sign-up on the ministry opportunity table or speak 
with Pastor Krahn if you have questions, at 837-3111, 
or email at pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org. 
 

chaos Lock -in On New Yearôs 
Eve  
The annual chaos Lock-in will be 
happening this December 31 
from 7pm to 7am. Please sign up 
on the Youth and Family  Table 
and bring a permission slip to 
attend this event for 6-8 graders. 
Adult chaperones are needed. 

 

mailto:pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org
mailto:pastorkrahn@oslc-elca.org

