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Greetings, family of Our Savior's!  Here is the February 2022 
edition of The Crossroads newsletter.  Attached below are links 
to sections of the newsletter: 

From Pastor Hecox 

Council News 

Christian Education 

Evangelism 

Worship & Music 

Church in Society 

Fellowship 

Youth and Family 

February calendar 



From Pastor Hecox 

Prayer Requests  
& Hospital Notifications                                                
Do you have a prayer request or 
hospital notification you would 
like to pass along?  You can 
share your requests with Pastor 
Tim (tim@oslc-elca.org) or 
Pastor Seth (seth@oslc-
elca.org) or call the church 
office.   When you submit prayer 
requests, they are sent to the 
Our Savior’s prayer chain via 
email and are added to the 
prayers during weekend 
worship. If you would like your 
request to remain confidential to 
a pastor, or would not like it 
shared with the prayer chain or 
included in worship prayers, 
please note your wishes in your 
request.  

Pastoral Acts: 
 
Baptisms:   
Brantley James Gaylord—
January 9 
Sutton Jo Williams—January 9 
 
Funerals:  Jason Kubly Jr—
January 20 
 
Weddings:   
Alec Paul Thurston and Karina 
Colin Santacruz—January 12 

Baptism by Fire 

 

As I write this, I am still reveling in the wonder and mystery of 

participating in two baptisms last Sunday. Two children from two 

different families, both baptized on a high holy day: Baptism of Our 

Lord! It was a fitting experience, and both Pastor Tim and I took great 

delight in the Sacrament as well as in the joy expressed by parents, 

sponsors, grandparents, other family members, and the entire 

congregation gathered together to engage in a sacred mystery. 

 

But baptism with water isn’t the only type of baptism our scriptures 

mention. While we have cherished memories (rightfully so) of baptism 

by water, John the Baptist told us of two other types of baptism: of 

fire and of the Holy Spirit. And as mysterious as water baptism is, we 

might find the ideas of fire baptism and Spirit baptism even more 

difficult to grasp. 

 

We use that term “baptism by fire” sometimes in the wider culture 

when we’re talking about a difficult trial at the beginning. A new hire 

who has to immediately deal with an unusual and difficult situation 

might be said to have gotten a baptism by fire. But I don’t think that’s 

what John the Baptist was speaking about. If, as he says, Jesus will 

baptize us with fire, then we might wonder why Jesus was 

purposefully giving us a difficult time. And while we puzzle at what to 

make of baptism by fire, we can simultaneously puzzle at the baptism 

by the Holy Spirit. 

 

In any of these baptisms, the presence of God is made known to us. 

In the waters of baptism, I said Sunday, God our Parent speaks to us 

in a language we can finally hear. In the fires of baptism, God is 

revealed in the protection against harm, perhaps like Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace from the book of Daniel. 

In the Spirit of baptism, God stands in solidarity with us, present in 

our time of trouble. Even within us, in our moment of need. 

 

Couldn’t we use that message now? If you’ve got health issues, the 

Spirit is with you. If you’ve got anxieties about the latest variant 

causing a new wave, God is beside you. If you’ve got fears about the 

multitude of justifiable reasons to be concerned about the bigger 

picture stuff happening around you, God is a parent, even holding 

you as you dangle precariously over the edge (like Sean Connery’s 

Henry Jones Sr in Indiana Jones, The Last Crusade, as I mentioned 

in the sermon). In all cases, calling us by name. Speaking to us in a 

language we can hear. Comforting us in a way we can accept. 

Standing with us in a way that gives us courage to face the difficulties 

confronting us. 



Council News  

January 20, 2021 Council Notes 

 

† Reminder that the Annual Meeting will be held after the morning services on Sunday, February 13, 2022. 

 

† The Annual Meeting will be presented in a hybrid model so members can either be in person at OSLC or 

participate via Zoom. 

 

† The 2022 Spending Plan has been presented by the Finance Board and was accepted by the Council.  

This will be presented at the Annual Meeting for the congregation to vote on. 

 

† A new Strategic Planning Task Force has been formed to provide ideas and direction for OSLC moving 

forward. 

 

Tim Svendsen 

Congregation Council President 

From Pastor Hecox—continued 

 

Hybrid Annual Congregational Meeting 2022 

On Sunday February 13th, we will have our Annual Congregational Meeting at 11:30 am 

immediately following the 10:30 service.  We will be sending out a Zoom link in advance 

of the meeting in case you prefer to view and participate in the meeting in this way. 

May you remember your baptism today. May this cold month be a time to remember the warmth of God’s 

love for you, one parent to one child. May your inclusion in the family of God be a source of unending joy, 

peace, and courage both today and beyond today. 

 

Amen. 

 
Peace,  

Pastor Seth 

Financial Forum—Sunday, February 6
th

 

If you are interested in meeting with members of the Finance Board to talk about the spending plan for the 

coming year, they will be holding a financial forum at 9:15 am on Sunday, February 6th.  If you would like to 

be a part of that forum but are not able to attend in-person, let the church office know and we will send you a 

Zoom link. 



Christian Education 

Take Heart 

As we continue to deal with the continuing effects of the COVID pandemic, and the Omicron 
variant in particular, we needed to postpone many of the musical activities at Our Savior’s.  
Currently, no choirs are rehearsing or are singing at worship.  We have also reduced the 
amount of congregational singing during worship services.   
 
But take heart, when it is safe to do so, we will be back.  We will again be making music 
together, learning new pieces, and enjoying the fellowship that is part of being in a choir. 

 
As you wait for that safer time, listen to recorded choral music on the variety of platforms that are available. 
Get out an old CD, find a choir on YouTube, follow a choir on Facebook.  Let the beauty 
of music bring you both comfort and joy. 
 
Thanks, 
John Krueger 

Worship & Music 

Early Communion—Attention First Grade Families.  All first graders are welcome, as 
well as any older children who may not have had the opportunity to receive Communion prior 
to this opportunity.  This is an important milestone in the faith life journey of your child.   
There will be orientation classes with Pastor Seth and Pastor Tim on Saturday, February 12th 
and Saturday, February 19th from 9:00 am until 10:00am.  Please plan to attend both classes 
with your child.  Our Communion Celebration will then be on Sunday, February 20th during 
the 10:30 am service.  Email or call the church office to sign up.   

Brown Bag Bible Study resumes on February 17
th

—We are going to begin the 
study of the book of Genesis.  The book of Genesis is a fascinating book that includes many 
different types of literature.  Its beginnings take us back to the beginning, but more importantly 
help us understand the present.  We will seek to discover more questions and maybe even 
discover more about ourselves in the process.  See you at noon on Thursdays!    

Hi!  I’m Diane Padrutt, director for Cherub Choir (and also the accompanist for Senior Choir). 

 
After a very long pause…we’d like to consider starting 
Cherub Choir rehearsals in February.  Understanding that the 
pandemic  offers challenges to decision-making, I’d like to 
survey what level of interest there is in having Cherub Choir 
begin again. This is a choir for our younger children, ages 
Pre-K/Kdg/1st grade. We would meet in the Chapel, everyone 
masked, on Wednesdays from 5:30-6:00 (same time as 
Youth Choir).  Rehearsals will include: voice exploration, 
singing, steady beat,  instrument playing, musical movement/
games. We would plan to sing once each month during a worship service. We will begin on Wednesday, 
February 16th from 5:30-6:00. 
 
If you are interested in having your child participate, please contact me with any questions or comments. 
 
Diane Padrutt:      Phone: 608-655-4671       Email: padruttjde@outlook.com 
 
I hope you’ll consider this opportunity for your young child!    

mailto:padruttjde@outlook.com
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November 14, 2021 

Evangelism 

 

Are you interested in becoming a member of OSLC? 

We will be offering a New Member class on Sunday, February 13th, 20th, and 27th.  Installation of new 

members will take place on Sunday, March 6th   

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of this community of faith, please let us know by signing the pink 

visitor sign-in sheet in the Narthex when you sign in for worship services.  You can also call the church office 

@ 608-837-3111 or send an email to darlene@oslc-elca.org.   

Fellowship 

Eat Boldly—Friday, February 4
th

 at 7pm—Join Us For a Fun 
Evening of Fellowship, Good Food and Friendly People!  
The next group dinner will be Friday, February 4th at the Black Bear Inn, in 
Cottage Grove at 7 pm.  Please see the sign-up sheet at the Welcome Desk or 
contact Judy Fenske at 837-9000 or judyfenske@hotmail.com no later than 
Wednesday, February 2nd.   

 

Looking ahead, next month’s dinner will be held on Friday, March 4 at  at the Tailwinds Restaurant in the 
Double Tree by Hilton, 4402 East Washington Avenue at 7:00 p.m.  Watch for more information. 

Please Notify the Church Office when… 

 You have a change of address 

 Your email address has changed 

 Your telephone number has changed   

mailto:judyfenske@hotmail.com
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Experience a Blessing—Many of our long-time members can no longer come to worship at Our 
Savior’s.  They miss the fellowship, but most of all they miss participating in the Lord’s Supper.  We have a 
few volunteers who minister to these members by visiting them monthly and bringing communion.  You will be 
richly blessed when you visit our homebound members.  Recently a member with dementia was visited.  
Even though she was confused, she joined in praying the Lord’s Prayer!  
 
If you want to feel appreciated, volunteer for this ministry!  Right now, there is an opportunity for more 
volunteers; it does not take much time.  If you are interested in this volunteer ministry, please call the church 
office (608-837-3111) or Phyllis Winter (608-513-2310).  Also, if you are aware of a church member who 
needs a visit, please contact the church office.  Visits are also available on a temporary basis when members 
are rehabilitating from surgery or an illness. 

Gloves 'n Socks—The Rebecca Circle is collecting donations of gloves and socks for homeless 
shelters. The need becomes very great as the temperatures drop. This year they will be delivering the 
donations to Porchlight. Look for the red/white container in the Narthex to place your donations. 

Church in Society 

IT’S SUNSHINE SUPPER TIME! 
 
Hello again good OSLC people.  We’re asking for your support for another Sunshine 
Supper coming up on February 21st.  We’re going to be feeding beef stew to 400 
people.  If you can find it in your hearts to help us out, it would be so very much 
appreciated. You can include a check with your offering, mail one to the church, or drop 
it off in the mailbox. Just make sure you put Sunshine Supper in the memo line.  We’re 
also looking for volunteers to ready the meal and help serve the meal.  If you would like 
to help please email ( paulthurston.mail@gmail.com ) or call (608.335.7809)   
 
Thank you so much for your support. 
 
Paul Thurston 

Altar Flowers Chart for 2022—Would you like to donate a floral arrangement for the altar to honor a 
family member or to give in memory of loved ones or to celebrate a past or present occasion or celebration?  
The Altar Flower Board for 2022 is located in the Narthex at the Welcome Desk.  There are two slots listed for 
each Sunday, and the price per bouquet is $25.  If you would like to order flowers...please remember to: 
 
1. Sign up on the Altar Flower Board 
2. Fill out an Altar Flower Order Form (located on the Welcome Desk) 
3. Include payment when signing up for your flowers.  (Please place your payment in the 

white box located on the Welcome Desk—or mail it to the church office.) 
 
If you wish to donate the flower bouquet(s) rather than take them home after our 10:30 
service, please indicate that on the order form.  
 
 
PLEASE NOTE—Altar Flowers can now also be ordered and paid for online through Shelby at the 
same location as Shelby Giving.  (If you have any questions about this, call the church office.) 
 

Worship & Arts 

mailto:paulthurston.mail@gmail.com


 

Church in Society 

Clothesline Ministry  
Clothing Drive 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clothesline Ministry is seeking donations of any kids 
clothes, especially sizes 4T-14 plus.  Warm winter 
gloves, underclothes, socks, and  travel sized soap and 
deodorants  are requested. These items support our 
neighbors through our partner, Bird School’s 
community school program! 
 
 

Ways to Donate 
 

1. Drop off new or gently used items at the display inside the  
 church. 
 
2. Make a donation to the church clearly labeled Clothesline 
 Ministry, and we will do the shopping. 
 
3. Call Sharee at 834-8497 and arrange for pick up. 

 

Hunger “NO” Longer 
Food Pantry at CH Bird 
Elementary School—Our 
Savior’s is partnering with CH Bird 
School and the community schools 

program to help 
sponsor a food 
pantry at the 
school.  The 
program is called 
“Hunger No 
Longer.”  We are 
excited about this 
opportunity to be 
involved with a 

neighbor school in this way.  We are 
collecting items for their food pantry 
on Sundays (look for the big green 
barrel).  Below you will find a list of 
items that they are looking for.  
Thank you for your partnership! 
 
Donations: food 
Canned Meat or Fish- tuna , 
chicken, stew, chili, salmon, corned 
beef 
Soups- chicken, vegetables, broth, 
chowder 
Fresh/Canned Fruits and 
Vegetables- Oranges, apples, 
pineapples, mixed fruit, applesauce, 
grapes, celery, cabbage, greens 
(kale, collard, turnip, mustard), 
lettuce, corn, green beans, peas, 
mixed veggies, broccoli, cauliflower, 
beans (pinto, blackeyes, navy, black 
beans, baked) 
Pasta/rice- boxed dinners 
(hamburger/tuna helper, macaroni 
and cheese, rice-a-roni, etc.) 
Grain products- brown rice, whole 
grain bread, bagels, muffins 
Cereal, oatmeal, pudding, fruit 
snacks, popcorn, yogurt 
Baby food- canned formula, boxed 
baby cereal, etc.   
 
Please share recipes also 
 
Non-food Items 
Toiletries- deodorant, soap, 
shampoo, toilet tissue, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shaving cream, 
feminine hygiene products, cleaning 
supplies, diapers. 
 

CH Bird Elementary School would 
like to say we are very grateful to 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church for 
partnering with us and supporting 
our vision to help our community. 



Photo not available 

 

Youth & Family 

 

Extra copies of this Spring Confirmation Calendar are located at 

the Welcome Desk.  Feel free to take home one for your 

refrigerator—they’re magnetic! 



Other News 

Financial Progress Report for  
December 2021 

 
1) General Fund:           2) Building Fund:  
 Giving:  $70,503.65   Giving:  $8,425.00 

Expenses:  $61,592.05    Expenses:  $7,103.00 
Net Cash Flow:  $8,911.60  Net Cash Flow:  $1,322.00 

 YTD Cash Flow: $<8,189.43>  YTD Cash Flow:  $<301.50> 

Attention All Electronic Givers—If you are considering 
giving online, most of you know that we did switch to Shelby in May, 
and no longer use Vanco.  The link to sign up for online giving with 
Shelby is www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/ours3731109.  Thank you 
for your continued support.  If you have any questions or concerns or 
need assistance with setting up electronic giving with Shelby, please 
contact bonnie@oslc-elca.org. 

Deadline for March 
Newsletter—Please submit 
any items for the February 
newsletter by Tuesday, 
February 15

th
 to 

darlene@oslc-elca.org   
 
 

Reminder regarding Pledge Forms for 2022 Giving  

(Keep Sowing Good Seeds!) 
If you haven’t yet done so, please remember to submit your pledge form for 2022 giving.   

You can find the link to setting up electronic giving on our website under “Online Giving.”  If 

you have any questions or need assistance with this, please contact bonnie @ oslc-elca.org.   

Outdoor Mailbox at 
OSLC—If you prefer to 
drop off your weekly 
offerings rather than mail 
them, you are welcome 
to drop them off in our 
mailbox located next to 
the brick pillar on the west side of 
the carport entrance.  Staff 
checks this mailbox regularly.  
Thanks!   

Offering Counters Needed! 

We are in need of counters to join our monthly 
offering counting teams.  Please contact Bonnie 
Shema (bonnie@oslc-elca.org or 608-837-3111) if 
you would like to help with counting our weekly 
offerings. 

 

Annual Report for Year Ended 12/31/2021—Copies of 

the OSLC Annual Report are being prepared to be 

available at worship on Sunday, January 30 as well as 

Sunday, February 6 and Sunday, February 13 for the 

Annual Meeting.  

http://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/ours3731109
mailto:bonnie@oslc-elca.org


~ February 2022 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
10:00a Little Cardinals 
Playgroup 

  

2 
9:00a Quilters 
 

9:00a Staff Meeting 
 

6:00p Wednesday Night 
Worship 
 

6:30p Confirmation 

3 
10:00a Little Cardinals 
Playgroup 
 

6:15p Evangelism 
Comm. 

4 
7:00p Eat Boldly 

5 
10:00a AA Group 
Meeting (Room 19) 
 
11:15a Rule 62 AA 
Group (Rm. 19) 

6  
8:00a Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 
9:00a YouTube Video 
 

9:15a Financial Forum 
 

9:15a Sunday School 
 

10:30a Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 

12:00p OSLC Worship 
Svc. on KSUN 

7 
7:00p Scouts BSA 
Troops 47 & 747 

8 
10:00a Little Cardinals 
Playgroup 
 

1:00p Pastors Text 
Study Group 

  

9 
9:00a Quilters 
 

9:00a Staff Meeting 
 

6:00p Wednesday Night 
Worship 
 

6:30p Confirmation 

10 
10:00a Little Cardinals 
Playgroup 
 

1:00p Rebecca Circle  - 
Chapel 
 

5:00p Youth/Family 
Ministry Board Meeting 
 

 

11 
  

12 
9:00a Early Communion 
Class #1 
 

10:00a AA Group 
Meeting (Room 19) 
 

11:15a Rule 62 AA 
Group (Rm. 19) 

13 
8:00a Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 
9:00a YouTube Video  
 

9:00a Old Hims 
Rehearsal 
 

9:15a Sunday School 
 

9:15a New Member 
Class 
 

9:20a Senior Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

10:30a Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 

11:30a Annual Meeting 
(after 10:30 service) 
 

12:00p OSLC Worship 
Svc. on KSUN 

14 Valentine's Day 
 
7:00p Scouts BSA 
Troops 47 & 747 

15 
10:00a Little Cardinals 
Playgroup 
 

6:00p Stamping Group 
 

7:00p Squircle (Men's 
Bible Study) 
 

Deadline for items for 
March newsletter 

16 
9:00a Quilters 
 

9:00a Staff Meeting 
 

5:30p Cherub Choir 
 

5:30p Youth Choir 
 

6:00p Wednesday Night 
Worship 
 

6:30p Confirmation 

17 
10:00a Little Cardinals 
Playgroup 
 

12:00p Brown Bag 
Bible Study 
 

6:00p Executive 
Committee 
 

7:00p Congregation 
Council 

18 
  

19 
9:00a Early Communion 
Class #2 
 

10:00a AA Group 
Meeting (Room 19) 
 

11:15a Rule 62 AA 
Group (Rm. 19) 

20 
8:00a Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 
9:00a YouTube Video 
 

9:00a Old Hims 
Rehearsal 
 

9:15a Sunday School 
 

9:15a New Member 
Class 
 

9:20a Senior Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

10:30a Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 

12:00p OSLC Worship 
Svc. on KSUN 

21 President’s Day 
 
4:00p Sunshine Supper  
 
7:00p Scouts BSA 
Troops 47 & 747 

22 
10:00a Little Cardinals 
Playgroup 

  

23 
9:00a Quilters 
 

9:00a Staff Meeting 
 

5:30p Cherub Choir 
 

5:30p Youth Choir 
 

6:00p Wednesday Night 
Worship 
 

6:30pm  NO 
CONFIRMATION 

24 
10:00a Little Cardinals 
Playgroup 
 

12:00p Brown Bag 
Bible Study 

25 
  

26 
10:00a AA Group 
Meeting (Room 19) 
 

11:15a Rule 62 AA 
Group (Rm. 19) 

27 
8:00a Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 
9:00a YouTube Video 
 

9:00a Old Hims 
Rehearsal 
 

9:15a Sunday School 
 

9:15a New Member 
Class 
 

9:20a Senior Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

10:30a Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 

12:00p OSLC Worship 
Svc. on KSUN  

28 
7:00p Scouts BSA 
Troops 47 & 747 

Notes: 



President:  Tim Svendsen 

Vice President:  Jen Spredemann 

Secretary:  Julie Schlinder 
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Public Relations:   

Stewardship:  Bryan Loney  

Worship & Arts:  Kathryn Derauf Olson 

Youth & Family:  Tim McCarthy 

Congregational Council  

Office Administrator 
 Darlene Thorstad 
 darlene@oslc-elca.org 

 
Finance Secretary 
 Bonnie Shema 
 bonnie@oslc-elca.org 

 
Director of Music, Organist 
 John Krueger 
 Cell: (608) 358-4677 

 
Director of Chancel Ringers 
 Angie Schmidt 

 

Staff at Our Savior’s  

Senior Pastor  
 Rev. Tim Hansen 
 tim@oslc-elca.org  
  
Associate Pastor 
 Rev. Seth Hecox 
 seth@oslc-elca.org 
 
Director of Youth & Family 
Ministry 
 Matt Weber 
 matt@oslc-elca.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Director of Senior Choir 
 Rick LaFleur 

 
Director of Youth & Alleluia Choir 
 Judy and Breta Saganski 

 
Director of Cherub Choir  
 Diane Padrutt 

 
Accompanists 
 Kaia Feldman, Diane Padrutt 

 
Custodian 

  George Lazar Jr. 

Church Office Phone 

(608) 837-3111 
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550 Lincoln Drive, 
Sun Prairie, 
Wisconsin 53590-
1399 
Phone  (608)837-3111        Fax  (608)837-9378        Web   www.oslc-elca.org 
 

Office Hours    
    Due to the virus and variance health concerns, office hours are variable.  
    Please call the church office before coming to church. 
 

Worship    
    Sanctuary worship—Sundays at 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

    and on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

    Video worship services on our YouTube channel & KSUN on Sundays 

www.Facebook.com/OurSaviors 

OSLC Offerings Online 

 Scan this code with your 
smartphone for  

instructions to give your 
offering online! 

The Crossroads is the official monthly publication of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church January 2022 edition, Volume 17, Issue 1   Membership is voluntary.   
We are located at 550 Lincoln Drive, Sun Prairie, WI  53590-1300, (608) 837-3111 
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