
Greetings family of Our Savior's! 
Here is the latest edition of 'The 
Crossroads' newsletter.   
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Are you receiving the 
Daily Devotions from 
Pastor Tim and  
Pastor Seth via e-mail? 
 

If not, please  
e-mail the 
church office so 
that we can 
make sure we 
have your most 

current e-mail in our records. 
(darlene@oslc-elca.org) 
 
Also, please let us know when 
you have address or phone num-
ber changes as well.  Thank you!   

Look for our Wednesday and Sunday virtual worship  
services with Pastor Tim and Pastor Seth, with musical  
accompaniment and assistance from John Krueger,  
Jon and Angie Schmidt, Matt Weber, 
and other OSLC members.  These  
services are posted each week on the 
OSLC Website and Facebook.  

 

Christ in Our Home—These daily devotion 
booklets for July–September 2020 have ar-
rived.  We will place these outside in a box on 
the bench located by the front doors at church.  
Feel free to stop by and pick up a copy.  (No 
need to enter the building during this time of 
social distancing.) 

Blood Drives at OSLC—See 
page 3 for information about two 
blood drives taking place here at 
Our Savior’s in June.   

MSP Schedule—We have 
placed our MSP schedule of 
volunteers on hold for now—
until we begin in-person  
worship again.  



From Pastor Hecox 

Prayer Requests  
& Hospital Notifications                                                
Do you have a prayer request or 
hospital notification you would 
like to pass along?  You can 
share your requests with Pastor 
Tim (tim@oslc-elca.org) or Pas-
tor Seth (seth@oslc-elca.org) or 
call the church office.   When 
you submit prayer requests, they 
are sent to the Our Savior’s 
prayer chain via email and are 
added to the prayers during 
weekend worship. If you would 
like your request to remain confi-
dential to a pastor, or would not 
like it shared with the prayer 
chain or included in worship 
prayers, please note your wishes 
in your request.  

 Transitions, Changes, and Adaptation 
 
 
Those seem to be the hallmarks of the Coronavirus Era.  They’ve reached into 
every part of our life like invasive roots that break water lines or bust up side-
walks.  They’ve disrupted our work lives, our home lives, our social lives, and 
our church life. 
 
But I’m proud of how we’ve handled it as a church.  People have pitched in to 
connect with one another in new ways.  Members have explored varying ways 
of worship and community that have pushed the boundaries of what we 
would’ve even contemplated just a couple months ago.  Church leadership has 
been creative in adapting to the changes. 
 
Now we’re starting to prepare for another change: in-person worship.  After a 
long time apart from each other, we are now approaching the possibility of 
eventually seeing each other again with our own eyes.  There is no date in 
place yet for in-person worship resuming, but it does seem possible that it will 
be this summer. 
 
But of course, the stream of changes continues.  When we meet again, it won’t 
be just like it was before the pandemic started.  Worship will look significantly 
different.  Fellowship time will be radically altered.  Programs and other inter-
actions won’t just go back to how they were before.  Like much of the rest of 
our lives, things won’t pick up right where they left off.  Things have been 
changed indefinitely, and perhaps forever. 
 
Right now, Pastor Tim and I have been discussing plans and possibilities with 
other area ELCA pastors, with our synod leadership, and with the Wisconsin 
Council of Churches.  We are also meeting weekly with a worship planning 
team to work through all the logistical challenges of keeping everyone safe as 
we approach the start of in-person worship services.  We know for sure there 
will be some changes:  no physical contact during sharing of the peace, no 
offering plates passed, masks will be worn, and distance will be maintained 
between people.  Other things will either be eliminated or changed:  no hym-
nals or worship folders, possibly no congregational singing, and a spread-out 
communion where no one but you touches the bread and wine. 
 
As we work through these changes, we are guided by the priority of the health 
and safety of each and every congregant.  We continue to pray for guidance, 
think through endless scenarios, and discuss the possibilities, in the hopes of 
reaching the best possible worship experience for everyone involved.  There is 
no manual for this situation.  We are in uncharted waters, and while this situa-
tion offers plenty of room for creativity and innovation, it also keeps us as lead-
ers far from cockiness:  we approach this task with fear and trembling, know-
ing that while our intentions are for the well-being of all, there is so much we 
don’t know about our current and future situation.   
 
I say these things for a few reasons:  to communicate where we’re at, to advo-
cate for hope, to encourage you in the good work you’ve been doing, and to 
acknowledge the unique challenge we all face both now and in the future.  We 
love y’all (as they say in the south), and we continue to pray for you.  We will 
meet again, and we look forward to that day, but there’s much work to be done 
between now and then, and the situation is constantly changing as we respond 
the best way we know how.   
 
In peace, 

Pastor Seth 

OSLC Phone Trees—Our 
phone trees are continuing to 
provide comfort during this pan-
demic time. The Quilters, Chan-
cel Ringers, Circles, and other 
small groups continue to provide 
support to each other through 
phone calls.  
Are you a part 
of a phone 
tree?  If not 
and you would like to be, con-
tact the church office either 
by phone or e-mail 
(darlene@oslc-elca.org)   



Council News & Other News 
May 21, 2020 Council Notes 
 
 Once again, a special thanks to Ken Sodemann for the technical support with our council meetings taking 

place on Zoom. 
 
 After an “around-the-horn” check-in, we heard from some committee reports. The Treasurer’s report is 

still showing OSLC in good shape financially, despite being unable to worship and give in person.  The 
Finance report also shared good news with funding from our PPP loan and a refinancing of our mortgage 
that will save OSLC between one and two thousand dollars a month, after the refinancing fees.  Church 
in Society shared that the Sunshine Supper was very successful despite only being able to use five vol-
unteers from our congregation.  Our Christian Education committee confirmed that there will be no Vaca-
tion Bible School this summer.  As far as Sunday School next fall, we are in a wait-and-see mode. Chil-
dren and Families/Youth and Families is trying to come up with ideas to help our Senior High graduates 
have some kind of celebrations for their academic success. 

 
 Sanctuary screens, to be used during worship services, were discussed and the council is trying to iron 

out specific details on how they will be used and who will assist in the service with the screens. 
 
 There is a new task force that is discussing ideas on how OSLC will reopen for in-person worship and 

how our ministry will look going forward. 
 
 There will be two blood drives coming to OSLC.  The first is on June 4th, sponsored by the American Red 

Cross; the second is on June 22nd, sponsored by the Blood Center of Wisconsin, both drives will be held 
in the basement.  If you are able to donate and can make one of these times, please consider donating. 

 
 
Tim Svendsen 

Congregation Council President 

For an appointment on June 4, call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or visit redcrossblood.org 
and enter sponsor code:  SunPrai-
rie (or download the Blood Donor 
App @ RedCrossBlood.org) 

Blood Center of Wisconsin 
Bingo Betty Blood Drive 

 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Fellowship Hall 
Monday, June 22 (1pm–6pm) 

 
Hosted by Sun Prairie Storm and Sun Prairie  

Piranhas swim team (in memory of Coach Jamie’s 
mom—”Bingo Betty” McMillin) 

 
To sign up to donate: 

 
https://donate.wisconsin.versiti.org/donor/

schedules/drive_schedule/207237 



Financial Progress Report for  
April 2020 

 
1) General Fund:           2) Building Fund:  
 Giving:  $57,834.00      Giving:  $10,428.50 

Expenses:  $28,437.43  Expenses:  $8,294.00 
Net Cash Flow:  $29,396.57     Net Cash Flow:  $2,134.50 

 YTD Cash Flow:  $13,045.77 YTD Cash Flow:  $4,851.50 

GivePlus Text Service 
 
You can make a contribution to Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church with a 
quick text message!  Simply send a 
text to 855-627-6481 with the 
amount you would like to contribute.  
Make sure to include the dollar sign 
before the amount.  Example:  $25.  
Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent 
a text with a link to register.  Click on 
the link and enter your cardholder 
name and credit or debit card infor-
mation.  Once your registration is 
complete, you will receive a text veri-
fication and a receipt via e-mail.  For 
future giving, simply send a text with 
the amount you wish to give, and it 
will process automatically! 

Support our work and 
enjoy the convenience 
of electronic giving 
 
Our church offers electronic giving, 
which allows you to make donations 
on a scheduled, automatic basis.  If 
you are writing checks and prepar-
ing envelopes every week, you will 
especially appreciate electronic giv-
ing.  It is convenient for you and 
provides much-needed donation 
consistency for our church.   
 
Enrollment forms and instructions 
can be found on our OSLC Website 
under the Support Our Work sec-
tion.  Or, if questions, call Bonnie 
Shema at the church (837-3111) or 
e-mail her at bonnie@oslc-elca.org. 

A Note from Bonnie Shema, Financial Secretary: 

Vanco is also providing an additional service during this challenging time.  
Vanco’s Client Service Department is accepting calls to assist customers with 
giving at (800) 675-7430, then press 1.  They will ask you to confirm the name 
of our church, and then gather your banking information for checking or sav-
ings accounts in order to automatically transfer funds.   
 
This has been implemented during the COVID-19 situation as a way to help 
those who may not have internet service or a smart phone to still be able to 
set up a gift to the church.  If you have questions, please call Bonnie at the 
church office.  Thank you.  

Outdoor Mailbox at 
OSLC—If you prefer to drop off 
your weekly offerings rather than mail 
them, you are welcome to drop them 
off in our new mailbox located next to 
the brick pillar on the west side of the 
carport entrance.  Staff checks this 
mailbox regularly.  Thank you! 

Other News—continued 

Thank you to those who purchased poinsettias to 
decorate the church for Pentecost: 
 

 The McNeary Family In memory of James & Melva McNeary 

 Yvonne Wilhelmi  In thanks to God for my family 

 Oliver Berge  In memory of Jeanne Berge 

 Sally Campbell  In thanks to God for my family 

 Sherry Cameron  In memory of Chuck Cameron 

 Dick & Kay Bohling  In memory of loved ones 

 Sue Cowan   In honor of my grandchildren (Kaelyn &  

    Cody, Madison, Riley) and great- 

    grandchildren (Ryder & Harper) 

 Jean Minga   In memory of our parents 

 Brian & Jen Spredemann In honor of the Johll Bayliss family  
    baptismal anniversary on June 9, 2019 

From Second Harvest: 

We’re scrambling for 
egg cartons! 
 
Any egg carton type or 

size is welcome!  Please drop off 
empty egg cartons in the tote placed 
outside in front of the Second Har-
vest Distribution Center (2802 Dairy 
Drive in Madison).  No need to enter 
the building during this time of social 
distancing. 

Zoom Training—The Basics—Those who would like to learn 
how to conduct and set up meetings via Zoom are invited.  Two sessions re-
main, training is led by Robyn Zimmerman (Synod staff) on Wed. June 3 
(3pm) or Fri. June 5 (9:30am).  Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us04web.zoom.us/
j/253253729, Meeting ID:  253 253 729.  For more information, contact Robyn 
at the Synod office (robynz@scsw-elca.org). 



May 18
th

 Sunshine Supper Report   
 
As you know, OSLC furnishes a meal quarterly for Sunshine Place for one of their 
weekly community meals known as Sunshine Supper.  Normally lots of our people chip 
in to furnish food for the event and then another bunch of our people gather on the day 
of the event to prepare and serve the meal.  Due to corona virus, all that has changed.  
We were told that we had three options.  One would be to just excuse ourselves from 

this one but that obviously wasn’t going to happen, one would be to have it catered by a local restaurant, 
and one would be to prepare it ourselves.  We also could not bring in any food that we had prepared at 
home.  Anything we brought in had to be prepackaged or prepared in a commercial kitchen.  And oh, the 
other thing was that we could only show up with five people.  Well, we didn’t feel that any of these options 
really fit us very well so we created sort of a hybrid option of our own, with the approval of the Sunshine 
Place personnel of course.  
 
So we started by contacting none other than Patrick DePula, the owner of Salvatore’s Tomato Pies and  
Darkhorse, his new upscale restaurant on East Washington Avenue in downtown Madison.  Patrick said he 
could put together a Pasta Primavera for us, and our very own Al Neumann said he could supply some 
chicken so that took care of the main course.  Then, we added some green beans and applesauce and 
voila, a delicious and nutritious menu was created.  
 
On the day of the event, Patrick and his crew made the Pasta Primavera and combined it with the chicken 
for the main course at Salvatore’s and delivered it to Sunshine Place.  Then our crew, consisting of Ed  
Lauersdorf, Maggie Zimmermann, Pastor Tim, and Gary Dalgaard prepared the side dishes and with some 
help from the Sunshine Place crew, we put together 300 meals that were served to deserving people who 
lined up outside in their cars while the rest of the Sunshine Place crew brought the meals out to them.  We 
were all very pleased that it went so well.  The food was delicious and there was plenty available.  The drive 
thru went very well because our very own Paul Kaiser was in the parking lot getting people headed in the 
right direction and none other than Sara Klemme was there welcoming people when they arrived.   
 
Again, thanks to the OSLC crew and especially to Patrick DePula and Al Neumann for making it possible. 

Church in Society & Fellowship 

 



Children & Families 

 

Take a deep breath, I have a favor to ask- Please pray for the church and ponder how 

we can be the church during this time of social distancing and in our “new normal world” 

whatever that will look like.    Imagine with me!    It is an exciting time for us, the 

church, we get to imagine all kinds of new ways to be the church at OSLC and beyond!       

  We can’t do that alone. 

Please join me on Zoom,Tuesday June 16th @ 10:30am or 7:30pm. 
Please RSVP so I can share the Zoom code/password with you. 

Miss You! -Shelly 

  Happy Birthday Church!    
 
Bake up a sweet treat- skip the candles, (Just thinking in print with the voice of Chandler Bing from 
FRIENDS…Do we need to be blowing on food right now? You decide), put on your RED and get 

ready for Pentecost!  

 
The church isn’t a building; it never has been—it’s the people of God, filled with the Holy Spirit  
given to us in Baptism…bringing light into dark places, mending and making, healing and helping, 
one conversation, one zoom, one card, one message in chalk, or small act of love at a time. 
 
Do you remember learning about the Holy Spirit as a kid? The Trinity can be a tricky thing to grasp, 
much less teach to kids. When talking to your kids about Pentecost and the significance it has in 
our lives, remind them that as Jesus was preparing to go to Heaven, Jesus made a promise. He 
told the Disciples that even though Jesus would be leaving them and wouldn't be here on Earth as 
a man, Jesus would NOT be leaving them all alone.  

Jesus promised to send a Helper: The Holy Spirit. 
 

If a child doesn't exactly understand what the Holy Spirit is, maybe tell them that it's something that 
we feel inside that helps us know and understand God's love and a way in which we feel God's  

actual presence in our lives. In fact, here we are, over 2000 years later, still feeling God's love and 
presence, just like they did on that day of Pentecost! God loves us so much that He sent us His Son 

Jesus and then His Spirit to teach us about that perfect love!   
(Adapted from MinnoLife, and Wendy Claire Barrie with a dash of Shelly for good measure)  

 

Fruit of the Spirit 9-wk Family Discussion & Free video  

 

 

https://www.gominno.com/lp/church-at-home 

Fruit of the Spirit Family Discussion Guide Link: 

https://cdn.buttercms.com/RgG79YbRQECC9RfPL23d 

https://www.gominno.com/lp/church-at-home
https://cdn.buttercms.com/RgG79YbRQECC9RfPL23d


President:  Tim Svendsen 

Vice President:  Jen Spredemann 

Secretary: Dean Sommer 

Treasurer: Scott Breitenbach 

Church in Society: Sara Klemme 

Education:  Brenda Wilcox 

Evangelism:  Ken Sodemann 

Fellowship: Gary Dalgaard 

Finance: Emily LaFleur 

Lay Ministry:  Kathryn Derauf Olson 

Property:  John Gould 

Public Relations:  Dawn Bradley 

Stewardship:  Bryan Loney  

Youth & Family:  Tim McCarthy 

Congregational Council  

Finance Secretary 
 Bonnie Shema 
 bonnie@oslc-elca.org  

Children & Family Ministries 
Coordinator 
 Shelly Perkolup 
 shelly@oslc-elca.org 

Director of Music, Organist 
 John Krueger 
 Cell: (608) 358-4677 

Director of Adult Choirs 
 Kathy Foss 
 kathyfoss9@gmail.com 
 

Staff at Our Savior’s  

Senior Pastor  
 Rev. Tim Hansen 
 tim@oslc-elca.org  
 Emergency Phone:  (608) 576-2342 
 
Associate Pastor 
   Rev. Seth Hecox 
 seth@oslc-elca.org 
 Emergency Phone:  (608) 576-2342 
 
Office Administrator 
   Darlene Thorstad 
 darlene@oslc-elca.org 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
 Matt Weber 
 matt@oslc-elca.org 

Director of Chancel Ringers 
 Angie Schmidt 

Director of Youth & Alleluia Choir 
 Judy and Breta Saganski 

Director of Cherub Choir  
 Diane Padrutt 

Accompanists 
 Kaia Feldman, Diane Padrutt 

Custodian 

  George Lazar, Jr. 

Church Office Phone 

(608) 837-3111 

2020 Relay For Life Statewide Virtual Event—Saturday, August 1 

Hope Lives Here will be a statewide effort.  The Northern Dane County Relay for Life Leadership Team has set a goal 
to raise $500,000 collectively by August 1, with all the Relay events in Wisconsin working toward this goal.  Tools and 
resources to help you fundraise virtually are coming soon. Every dollar you raise counts toward your local event, as 
well as your individual and team goals.  If you are interested in signing up for the Working Partnerships Team or donat-
ing to Relay, there are sites listed below that will enable you to do so. 

For the statewide virtual Relay For Life event on Saturday, August 1, we will “gather” as one state to celebrate and 
provide hope to those fighting cancer. We’ll also be hosting activities on our local Relay For Life Facebook page, so 
stay tuned for more information to come. This is our chance to stand together, even though we’re apart. 

So, what’s next? 

 SIGN UP on our Relay For Life event site – relayforlife.org/northerndanewi 

 SET UP your Facebook Fundraiser 

 FOLLOW our local Facebook pages: facebook.com/
RelayNorthDaneCo & AmericanCancerSocietyWI 

 TAG #RelayWI in your social media posts 
 
It’s times like these that we’re especially grateful for the dedication of our Relay volunteers and supporters.  COVID-19 
has put our mission at risk.  It’s also put the decades of progress we've made in the fight against cancer at risk.  Help 
us keep up the fight.  Cancer patients and their families are counting on our success.  Thank you for helping bring hope 
to those who need it most. 

Please feel free to reach out with any questions, 

Maddie Petre & The Northern Dane County Relay For Life Leadership Team (800)  227-2345 or cancer.org/contactus 

mailto:Bonnie@oslc-elca.org
mailto:tim@oslc-elca.org
mailto:matt@oslc-elca.org
http://relayforlife.org/northerndanewi
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/R?i=oCphL-xOI2fnVsi7cvwAqw
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/R?i=0o800lKECbFhyaaWIFl5Og
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/R?i=0o800lKECbFhyaaWIFl5Og
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/R?i=YTMTBRczlUMWwccKlwcgwQ


550 Lincoln Drive, Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590-1399 
Phone  (608)837-3111        Fax  (608)837-9378        Web   www.oslc-elca.org 
 

Office Hours    
  Due to the Covid-19 virus health concerns, office hours are variable.  
  Please call the church office before coming to church. 
 

Worship    
  In-person services on hold (online worship services available) 
 

www.Facebook.com/OurSaviors 

OSLC Offerings Online 

Visit www.oslc-elca.org  
or scan this code with 
your smartphone for  
instructions to give 
your offering online! 

The Crossroads is the official monthly publication of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church June 2020 edition, Volume 15, Issue 6 membership is voluntary; we are located at 550 Lin-
coln Drive, Sun Prairie, WI  53590-1300, (608) 837-3111 
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