
Greetings family of Our Savior's! 
Here is the latest edition of 'The 
Crossroads' newsletter.   
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Are you receiving the Daily Devotions from Pastor 
Tim and Pastor Seth via e-mail? 
If not, please e-mail the church office so that we have your most 
current e-mail in our records (darlene@oslc-elca.org) 
 
If you do not have e-mail and would like to be 
added to our list of those we send devotions to 
each week via U.S. mail, contact Darlene at the 
church office. 

Our Wednesday and Sunday virtual worship services led 
by Pastor Tim and Pastor Seth are 
continuing—with assistance from 
John Krueger, Jon and Angie Schmidt, 
Matt Weber, and others.  Look for 
these services each week on the OSLC 
Website and Facebook.    

 Christ in Our Home—
These daily devotion booklets 
for July–September are out-
side in a box on a bench by 
the front doors here at church.  
Feel free to stop by and pick 
up a copy.  (No need to enter 
the building during this time of 
social distancing.)  Or, if 
you’re not able to drive here, 
call the church office and we 
can mail you a copy. 

DVDs of Virtual Worship 
Services—If you do not 
have Internet access to watch 
our online services and would 
like us to mail you DVDs of 
these to watch, contact the 
church office. 



From Pastor Hansen 

Prayer Requests  
& Hospital Notifications                                                
Do you have a prayer request or 
hospital notification you would 
like to pass along?  You can 
share your requests with Pastor 
Tim (tim@oslc-elca.org) or Pas-
tor Seth (seth@oslc-elca.org) or 
call the church office.   When 
you submit prayer requests, they 
are sent to the Our Savior’s 
prayer chain via email and are 
added to the prayers during 
weekend worship. If you would 
like your request to remain confi-
dential to a pastor, or would not 
like it shared with the prayer 
chain or included in worship 
prayers, please note your wishes 
in your request.  

OSLC Phone Trees—Our 
phone trees are continuing to 
provide comfort during this pan-
demic time. The Quilters, Chan-
cel Ringers, Circles, and other 
small groups continue to provide 
support to each other through 
phone calls.  
Are you a part 
of a phone 
tree?  If not 
and you would like to be, con-
tact the church office either 
by phone or e-mail 
(darlene@oslc-elca.org)   

 

The Breathing Gift of God 
 
 

“…then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being.” (Genesis 2:7) 
 
“Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!” (Psalm 150:6) 
 
“Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest.” (Acts 9:1) 
 
“Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.”  (Mark 15:37)  
 
”I know what I have to do now, I’ve got to keep breathing because tomorrow the 
sun will rise. Who knows what the tide could bring?” (Chuck Nolan-Cast Away) 
 
 
As summer is officially upon us I am reminded of the importance of be-
ing able to breathe.  This past week we have had several watch days 
regarding air quality in Dane County.  The watch explains that the air 
quality is poor enough that for those with respiratory issues going out-
side may be a problem.  It is the season of allergies and for those suf-
fering with asthma, it can be a difficult time to simply enjoy God’s crea-
tion outdoors.  The ability to breathe is something that most of us take 
for granted.  We don’t even think about it.   
 
I remember sitting with a former parishioner who was dying of lung 
cancer and had emphysema.  He could hardly breathe.  He was on 
oxygen full time and had hours to live.  As I sat next to his bed, holding 
his hand, he looked at me and said, “If you ever come in contact with 
someone who thinks it’s cool to smoke, tell them about me.  I wouldn’t 
wish this death on anyone.”  Those were powerful words.  Every breath 
was measured and geared up for in those last days. 
 
Now breathing is back in the public eye as we have seen the videotape 
of George Floyd’s murder.  It was so difficult to watch a human being 
take another’s life.  I can’t even begin to imagine what was going on in 
George’s mind, nor the officer who took his life.  Our breath is the thing 
that gives life.  Without the breath of God blown into Adam’s nostrils he 
remains a lump of dust.  It is a gift from God.  In that moment we go 
from inanimate object to animated life form.  When our children are 
born, their first breath is amazing to watch.  It seems to me that the gift 
of life comes from our creator.  It is not manufactured by human be-
ings.  We are not robots, at least not yet!  The ability to breathe comes 
from our God who is the creator.  What we do with that gift is up to us.  
How will we use the ability to breathe?  What will we do with that gift?  
Do we have a right to take away a gift from God? 
 
It seems to me that this is an important question for us to ponder this 
summer.  What gives us the right?  The pendulum has swung to the 
extremes again as people want to talk about the power of individual 
rights.  In the midst of the lockdown we saw images from Michigan’s 
statehouse where anti-lockdown protestors stormed the statehouse to  



Council News 
 
June 18, 2020 Council Notes 
 
 The council approved the purchase of a new phone system for the church.  Anderson PC, who helps with 

our computer system has been awarded the contract for the new phone system.  Work will begin follow-
ing the 4th of July holiday.  This will greatly add to the ability for the staff to do their work in a good way 
and to further the communication within the congregation.  Have you tried to leave a message lately? 

 
 The council also heard the report of the Re-Opening Task Force and its proposal for “Drive-In Wor-

ship.”  After a discussion as to how it will work, the council approved going forward with a plan that in-
cludes this form of worship AND an online offering for those who desire to remain at home. 

 
 The council also approved the purchase of a new electrostatic sanitization system to aid in the rapid sani-

tization of the building when we are able to get back to worship inside. 
 
 The process of looking ahead and the need to look towards the safety of our community of faith is taken 

with utmost seriousness.  We may be slow, but we will be as safe as we can be. 

 
Tim Svendsen 

Congregation Council President 

From Pastor Hansen—continued 

protest the wearing of masks and staying at home orders.  People are now being escorted off planes because 
of their refusal to follow the rules of the airline to wear a mask.  All of the basis for their argument is that it is 
an infringement on their individual right.  If we have discovered through science that masks protect us from 
sharing the virus, even for those who are asymptomatic, then why wouldn’t we all want to do that for the 
sense of community that we share?  I wear a mask because I want to protect you from me.  I guess we see 
that breathing can be used in all sorts of ways.  Saul breathes threats against the disciples when his status 
quo is threatened.  I wonder how often we breathe threats against others when we feel our own rights to do 
whatever we want are threatened?  
 
Breathing is a gift.  It is a God given gift and somedays it is just hard to do it.  But the alternative is certainly 
not the answer.  In the middle of the pandemics of Covid-19 and Racism it is hard to know how we can go on.  
It is hard to watch the news or look at social media (one reason I do little on FB) because it seems that there 
is no end.  But when I return to scripture, I am often reminded about this gift of life and the gift of hope that 
comes with it.   
 
What will you do with this gift of breath that has been given to you?  What allows you to keep on going?  I 
love the oft-quoted line from Chuck Nolan in the movie, Castaway:  “I know what I have to do now, I’ve got to 
keep breathing because tomorrow the sun will rise.  Who knows what the tide could bring?”  So we take one 
step toward justice because it is an outward sign of love for the world that God created.  We take one step 
toward justice because it reminds us all of our common humanity that all comes as a gift from God.  May you 
be blessed for taking another step today.  Where will you go?  What will you do?  “Let everything that 
breathes praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD!” (Psalm 150:6) 
 
Peace, 

Pastor Tim 



Evangelism 

Music in the Time of COVID-19 

Here is an excerpt from an article by Christopher Cook published in the June 2020 issue of The American 
Organist magazine: 
 
“The present COVID-19 crisis is a challenge to the way of thinking about the music we make.  What is a 
music ministry when there is no Sunday service?  What will be different when we return to regular Sunday 
worship services?  COVID-19 calls us to rededicate ourselves to musical nurturance.  Sacred music 
springs from deep wells of healing, and each of us is called to drink from them.  In times of anxiety and 
fear, we need to offer what is comforting and familiar and invite our listeners to return to God.  Our music 
needs to sing encouragement in the face of the present world crucifixion.  We need to present songs that 
lift souls beyond the present darkness into the hope of the resurrection.  And, most of all, we need to make 
music that opens us to visions of a better world.” 
 
These are thoughts to consider not only in regard to the current pandemic, but also as we confront the 
systemic racism and racial disparities in the world around us. 

Worship & Music 

One of my scripture readings this week was from James 1:2-5, 12-21.  I am sure that the devotional booklet 
that I use was planned and written well before current events took place, which makes me even more 
amazed at how these words, written so long ago, apply so well today.  The reading starts with: 

 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  

 
With all that is going on right now, it seems like this was written today and written just for us, not something 
that was written a couple thousand years ago.  
 
The trials we face are not trials that are meant to be faced alone.  In order to persevere in our faith, we need 
the strength of God and we need the strength of each other.  “We are all in this together” is an overused 
phrase that we are probably all tired of hearing at this point, but it is also a very true statement.  “Together” is 
the way that God intends us to get through our trials.  
 
There are several ways that we can reach out to others in need during this time.  
 
 Pray for each other.  It is great if the other people know you are praying for them, but even if they do not, 

the power of prayer is amazing.  
 Call them on the phone.  Just hearing someone else’s voice telling them that they are loved may be ex-

actly what some people need right now.  
 If all parties are comfortable, visit in a safe manner.  The beautiful weather we have been having lately 

makes this a lot easier. 
 Social media is a great way to stay in touch, especially if there are people you care about that are a long 

ways away or hard to get in touch with otherwise.  
 
The church has also set up a group on Facebook where we can share our needs and our talents.  If you or 
anyone you know needs anything, whether it is some yard work, or shopping, or someone to talk to, encour-
age them to make a post there so others know of the need and can help.  If you have some time and talents 
to share in order to help others we encourage you to respond when others ask for help.  
 
Here is how you can find the group and join it:  https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=oslc%20neighbors  
 
God loves you and so do we, 

The Evangelism Board  



Financial Progress Report for  
May 2020 

 
1) General Fund:           2) Building Fund:  
 Giving:  $47,265.04      Giving:  $8,346.50 

Expenses:  $41,930.00  Expenses:  $8,294.00 
Net Cash Flow:  $5,335.04     Net Cash Flow:  $52.50 

 YTD Cash Flow:  $4,516.76  YTD Cash Flow:  $4,904.00 

Support our work and 
enjoy the convenience 
of electronic giving 
 
Our church offers electronic giving, 
which allows you to make donations 
on a scheduled, automatic basis.  If 
you are writing checks and preparing 
envelopes every week, you will espe-
cially appreciate electronic giving.  It 
is convenient for you and provides 
much-needed donation consistency 
for our church.   
 
Enrollment forms and instructions 
can be found on our OSLC Website 
under the Support Our Work sec-
tion.  Or, if questions, call Bonnie 
Shema at the church (837-3111) or e
-mail her at bonnie@oslc-elca.org. 

A Note from Bonnie 
Shema, Financial Secre-
tary—Vanco is also providing an 
additional service during this chal-
lenging time.  Vanco’s Client Service 
Department is accepting calls to as-
sist customers with giving at (800) 
675-7430, then press 1.  They will 
ask you to confirm the name of our 
church, and then gather your bank-
ing information for checking or sav-
ings accounts in order to automati-
cally transfer funds.   
 
This has been implemented during 
the COVID-19 situation as a way to 
help those who may not have inter-
net service or a smart phone to still 
be able to set up a gift to the church.  
If you have questions, please call 
Bonnie at the church office. 

Outdoor Mailbox at 
OSLC—If you prefer to drop off 
your weekly offerings rather than 
mail them, you are welcome to drop 
them off in our mailbox located next 
to the brick pillar on the west side of 
the carport entrance.  Staff checks 
this mailbox regularly.  Thank you! 

Other News 

Days for Girls Work Continues—The Days for Girls group 
recently had an event at 
Sheehan Park to prepare 
one of the parts for packing.  
They had 11 people attend 
and those in attendance 
commented that it was so 
good to see people face to 
face—even though they had 
to maintain their safe space.   
 
Here are some photos of the 
event.  Notice the smiling 
faces!   



Children & Families 

VBS UPDATE:  We will not be having an in-person VBS this year!  I bet you can 
guess why!  Hang Tight—We are putting together a Family Activity Pack which will be 
available later this summer for you to do at your leisure. 
 

Wondering how to discuss racism with your kids?  

Wondering how to teach your children to interrupt racism?  
Here are some resources to get you started! 

Racial Equity Titles:        SocialJusticeBooks.org 

 

Children & Young Adults 
 
Sitti’s Secrets 
Can I Touch Your Hair 

Shades of People 

Stamped 

Not My Idea 

Hands Up 

A is for Activist (ABC board book- great rhyme) 

Let's Talk about Race 

Who We Are 

Hair Love 

Youngest Marcher 

Little Leaders 

Little Legends 

It's Trevor Noah 

I Walk with Vanessa 

I am Every Good Thing 

 

Adults 

 

Raising White Kids:  Bringing Up Children in a 

     Racially Unjust America 

Why are all the Black Kids sitting together in  

     the cafeteria 

How to Be an Anti-Racist   

Indigenous Peoples History of the United States 

So You Want to Talk About Race 

Push Out 

Stamped from the Beginning 

Between the World and Me 

White Fragility 

The New Jim Crow 

White Rage 

 

Did you know Abby Cadabby stood up for Big Bird 
when he was treated unfairly by other birds?  
Hear more stories from Sesame Street Characters 
and helpful, empowering information from child 
psychologists, educators, and authors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CNN-Sesame Street Town Hall Meeting  
 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/06/app-news
-section/cnn-sesame-street-race-town-hall-

app-june-6-2020-app/index.html 
 

 

Parents- may I suggest… 
 

   Watch it by yourself and make a plan to intro-

duce each of the short, kid-friendly videos at a 

separate time.  Consider your child, how long of an 

attention span do they have?  Would exercise or a 

physical activity first help them focus?  How is 

their mood?  Is now, really, a good time for them 

to get the most out of this discussion?  
 

   Allow time to process and discuss the videos. 

You may want to role play some of the ideas & 

discuss them as a family.  Encourage connections 

and listen to what your child says.   

Thank them for sharing, so they know 

their views are valid.      

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/06/app-news-section/cnn-sesame-street-race-town-hall-app-june-6-2020-app/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/06/app-news-section/cnn-sesame-street-race-town-hall-app-june-6-2020-app/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/06/app-news-section/cnn-sesame-street-race-town-hall-app-june-6-2020-app/index.html
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Staff at Our Savior’s  

Senior Pastor  
 Rev. Tim Hansen 
 tim@oslc-elca.org  
 Emergency Phone:  (608) 576-2342 
 
Associate Pastor 
   Rev. Seth Hecox 
 seth@oslc-elca.org 
 Emergency Phone:  (608) 576-2342 
 
Office Administrator 
   Darlene Thorstad 
 darlene@oslc-elca.org 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
 Matt Weber 
 matt@oslc-elca.org 
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 Angie Schmidt 
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 Judy and Breta Saganski 
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  George Lazar, Jr. 

Church Office Phone 

(608) 837-3111 

2020 Relay For Life Statewide Virtual Event—Saturday, August 1—Hope Lives Here 
will be a statewide effort.  The Northern Dane County Relay for Life Leadership Team has set a goal to raise $500,000 
collectively by August 1, with all the Relay events in Wisconsin working toward this goal.  Tools and resources to help 
you fundraise virtually are coming soon. Every dollar you raise counts toward your local event, as well as your individu-
al and team goals.  If you are interested in signing up for the Working Partnerships Team (Matt Engelbrecht from 
OSLC is chairperson) or donating to Relay, there are sites listed below that will enable you to do so. 
 
For the statewide virtual Relay For Life event on Saturday, August 1, we will “gather” as one state to celebrate and 
provide hope to those fighting cancer. We’ll also be hosting activities on our local Relay For Life Facebook page, so 
stay tuned for more information to come. This is our chance to stand together, even though we’re apart. 
So, what’s next? 
 

 SIGN UP on our Relay For Life event site – relayforlife.org/northerndanewi 

 SET UP your Facebook Fundraiser 

 FOLLOW our local Facebook pages: facebook.com/
RelayNorthDaneCo & AmericanCancerSocietyWI 

 TAG #RelayWI in your social media posts 
 
It’s times like these that we’re especially grateful for the dedication of our Relay volunteers and supporters.  COVID-19 
has put our mission at risk.  It’s also put the decades of progress we've made in the fight against cancer at risk.  Help 
us keep up the fight.  Cancer patients and their families are counting on our success.  Thank you for helping bring hope 
to those who need it most.  Please feel free to reach out with any questions, 
Maddie Petre & The Northern Dane County Relay For Life Leadership Team (800)  227-2345 or cancer.org/contactus 

Results of June 4 Blood 
Drive at OSLC—The American 
Red Cross reported that they collected 6 Power Reds 
which equals 12 good units and 19 WB good units.  
There were 28 presenting donors for 31 total units.  
Thank you for donating!   

From Second Harvest:  We’re scrambling for 
egg cartons!  Any egg carton type or 
size is welcome!  Please drop off empty 
egg cartons in the tote placed outside in 
front of the Second Harvest Distribution 
Center (2802 Dairy Drive in Madison).  
No need to enter the building during this 
time of social distancing.   

mailto:Bonnie@oslc-elca.org
mailto:tim@oslc-elca.org
mailto:matt@oslc-elca.org
http://relayforlife.org/northerndanewi
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/R?i=oCphL-xOI2fnVsi7cvwAqw
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/R?i=0o800lKECbFhyaaWIFl5Og
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/R?i=0o800lKECbFhyaaWIFl5Og
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/R?i=YTMTBRczlUMWwccKlwcgwQ


550 Lincoln Drive, Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590-1399 
Phone  (608)837-3111        Fax  (608)837-9378        Web   www.oslc-elca.org 
 

Office Hours    
    Due to the Covid-19 virus health concerns, office hours are variable.  
    Please call the church office before coming to church. 
 

Worship    
    Online worship services 
     Drive-in worship beginning Sunday, July 12 

www.Facebook.com/OurSaviors 

OSLC Offerings Online 

Visit www.oslc-elca.org  
or scan this code with 
your smartphone for  
instructions to give 
your offering online! 

The Crossroads is the official monthly publication of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church July 2020 edition, Volume 15, Issue 7 membership is voluntary; we are located at 
550 Lincoln Drive, Sun Prairie, WI  53590-1300, (608) 837-3111 
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